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PACIFIC NORTHWEST REGION

2011 ABBY AND MYRA FRANKLIN AWARD ESSAY CONTEST 
For 11th and 12th Grade Students Only

ESSAY CONTEST RULES

Essay Deadline:  January 14, 2011.  Entries must be postmarked on or before the due date.
Essay Topic:
‘CYBERBULLYING: WHY VIRTUAL STICKS AND STONES DO HURT’
Like many tools, electronic media can be used to help or to hurt others. Sadly, some people say things online that they would never say in person. Draw upon your own experiences or those of your peers as you consider some or all of the following questions:

1. What is it about an electronic environment that invites cruelty? What are the unspoken rules of conduct online that support a culture of cruelty (e.g., ‘What happens online stays online,’ etc.)? How can you shift the culture of your community from one where meanness is taken for granted to one where respect is expected?

2. When is it free speech and when is it cyberbullying? How can you tell when that line has been crossed? How can you balance first amendment rights with the responsibility to treat others with respect?

3. What does it mean to be an ally for someone (off-line)? How does being an ally extend to an online environment? Describe ways to avoid being a bystander online and to be an electronic ally.

4. Do we have a civic responsibility to make our online communities safe places as we would our physical communities? How can this be done? What is your role?
Essay Rules (please follow carefully):

· Essays should be between 800 - 1200 words in length.

· Each entry should be typed, double-spaced, and printed on one side of the paper only.

· All personal identification should appear on a cover sheet only.  It is our desire to have anonymity for the sake of fairness in scoring.  Contest open to Juniors and Seniors only.
· Include a cover sheet with student name, address (with zip code), phone number, grade, teacher (if applicable), school, and the school’s address and telephone number.  Again, this is the only place where the student’s name should appear.
· The first page of the essay should have a title.  The text should begin one double-spaced line below the title.
· Each page after the first page should be numbered and marked with the title in the upper right-hand corner.
Entries that are not correctly prepared will be disqualified.  Only one entry per student, please.  A panel of writers and educators will judge all entries.  Excerpts of entries may be used in future ADL publications.
Prizes:
  Winners will be notified by January 20, 2011, and will receive a scholarship for continuing education beyond the completion of high school graduation requirements. Awards will be presented in person at a January 27th ADL event.





First Prize:


$1,500 






Second Prize:

$1,000 






Third Prize:

$   500 
Mail entries to:
Anti-Defamation League, Essay Contest, 1700 Seventh Avenue, Suite 116-222, Seattle, WA  98101
Questions?   Tel: (206) 448-5349, ext. 3     * Fax (206) 448-5355     * Email: seattle@adl.org
_1079856106.doc
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