[image: image1.png]DL,

nti-Defamation League®



[image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf]
Dr. Abby and Myra Franklin
Scholarship Award Essay Contest 

of the Anti-Defamation League

Open to Puget Sound Area High School 
Juniors & Seniors
Deadline: 

Friday, January 14, 2011
Number of Awards:
First Place award

$1,500
Second Place award 

$1,000
Third Place award 

$   500
Qualifications:
Open to all college-eligible juniors and seniors attending a public or private high school in the Puget Sound area. Awards are for future college tuition.
Essay Theme:
Submit an essay (800 - 1200 words) exploring the following topic. The essay should be a tool for reflection; there is no one right answer for these complex questions.
‘CYBERBULLYING: WHY VIRTUAL STICKS & STONES DO HURT’

Like many tools, electronic media can be used to help or to hurt others. Sadly, some people say things online that they would never say in person. Draw upon your own experiences or those of your peers as you consider some or all of the following questions:

1. What is it about an electronic environment that invites cruelty? What are the unspoken rules of conduct online that support a culture of cruelty (e.g., ‘What happens online stays online,’ etc.)? How can you shift aspects of your community from one where meanness is taken for granted to one where respect is expected?

2. What are your thoughts about free speech and cyberbullying? How can we tell when that line has been crossed? Is it ever OK to censor speech or writing?
3. What does it mean to be an ally for someone (off-line)? How does being an ally extend to an online environment? Describe ways to avoid being a bystander online and to be an electronic ally.

4. Do we have a civic responsibility to make our online communities safe places as we would our physical communities? How can this be done? What is your role?

Each essay must include a cover sheet with the student’s name, address, email, phone number and grade level, and the name and address of his or her high school. Complete contest rules are included or may be obtained from the Anti-Defamation League.
Submission Information:
Please submit all essays to the address below. 
Anti-Defamation League, Essay Contest, 1700 Seventh Avenue, Suite 116-222, Seattle, WA 98101
PLEASE�POST
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