April 13th, 2011


Greetings Families,
You are receiving this letter because you have a child or children currently enrolled in a Catholic school in the Archdiocese of Seattle.  The Catholic Schools Department has partnered with the Missions Office of the Archdiocese and Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers to sponsor the 2011 “Youth on Mission” contest.  This is a video and art contest that allows Catholic school students and classes to celebrate their role in spreading Christ’s love to the world.
In the Gospels, Jesus repeatedly gathers his disciples, forms them with the values of compassion and service, and then sends them out into the world to be living witnesses to the Word.  So, too, do you instill values of love, compassion, justice, and the Gospel call in your own children, who then live out that call in their actions, words, and prayers.  This work of creating the Kingdom of Heaven on Earth is missionary work, and is central to our lives as people of faith.  
For this reason, this contest has been developed to celebrate the good works that all of your children do.  Students and classes in grades K-12 are invited to submit videos, photo collages, or artwork answering the question, “How Am I Missionary?”  They are being missionary when they do any of the following, LOCALLY and GLOBALLY:

· Show love and concern for others

· Share their faith with others
· Work to create peace and justice
· Pray for others
· Raise awareness about inequality
· Care for creation

· Respect other people and their cultures

The deadline for this contest is July 1st, 2011.  The winners will be announced at Teacher Excellence Day, September 16th, 2011.  Students may enter individually or as a class.  Teachers and other adults may help assemble entries, but all entries should demonstrate how students answer the question for themselves.  Please see the flyer, submission guidelines, and entry form for more information.
Thank you for forming your children as active members of the Kingdom of God, motivated by Christ’s love and mercy to promote kindness, solidarity with people in need, and justice.  I look forward to seeing many examples of how your children enact these values in their every day lives.
Sincerely,

Kevin Foy, Mission Promotion Coordinator

Maryknoll Fathers and Brothers
Resources.Maryknoll.Us
