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September 6, 2011

Curriculum News 
Dear Principals,

Thank you for your faith commitment to inspire and guide your school faculties and staff to move forward to a great new year of learning! The Catholic Schools Department continues to work to support each of the 73 schools serving over 24,000 students in Western Washington.

COMMON CORE STANDARDS: The Common Core Standards have now been approved by the state of Washington! What does this mean for our Catholic schools? CSD policy states our schools should meet and exceed state standards and we now must take this to the next level, the common core standards. 

For your quick reference, here are some core links and documents to review and work with your teachers to more fully understand the movement and the timeframe.  
OSPI Announcement: Washington confirmed its commitment to student success with the adoption of Common Core State Standards (CCSS) July 20, 2011. http://www.k12.wa.us/corestandards/default.aspx The standards, developed through a process led by the Council for Chief State School Officers and the National Governors Association, describe the knowledge and skills in English language arts and mathematics that young people will need upon graduation from high school, whatever their choice of college or career. More than 40 states have now adopted these standards. Three work groups from participating states examined existing K-12 state and international standards, weighing how they measured up against the requirements of higher education and the need for competitive advantage in the global economy. The Common Core State Standards represent an informed consensus on how best to prepare this country’s young people for college and careers. The standards describe what students need to learn, but they do not dictate how teachers should teach or what instructional materials they will use. Our school districts, schools and teachers will decide how best to help students achieve the standards.
CCSS:  Washington’s Learning Goals—A Close Match
Timeline for Change
Assessments Aligned with the Standards 

CONSORTIUMS…What are they? Three years ago, the CSD made a decision to try to begin leveraging support, common vision, and economies of scale to launch some core consortium groups for those schools who wanted to work together.  It hasn’t always been easy but there is great value watching the consortiums grow and secure instructional tools that is improving student learning.  I am thankful for all the wisdom and expertise shared by the building principals and their dedicated staff.  We hope for continued success this year. (Please visit the Consortium Roster for 2011-2012)
1) POWERSCHOOL CONSORTIUM: We welcome 25 elementary schools into the 2011-2012 school year. Thanks to the vision of our principals and the hard work of Steve Deibert, we have made great strides with customization of Pearson’s PowerSchool 7.0. This summer we rolled out the STUDENT DIRECTORY which has been a huge goal for all of us. September is our month to make sure everyone is launched and moving forward on their local goals.  Please visit our POWERSCHOOL/Pearson booth at Teacher Excellence Day and meet Greg Terry, the National Diocesan Accounts Manager and our liaison with the Pearson Company. We have over 7,000 students now in PowerSchool!
2) ITBS/iRM CONSORTIUM: We are starting our 2nd year working with Riverside Publishing using a common fall testing tool to glean archdiocesan annual data.  This year, we welcome 37 elementary schools to the consortium and we are excited to offer you many resources to support your data journey.  The online data forum shares the common data tools and reports that we have created in our first year of the consortium. NEW! Thanks to the CSD Tech team, we have created a new ITBS database which archives all test scores down to grade equivalents and responds to all ISL Accreditation mandates for data collection.  Core data is available to you with just a click of a finger! ( The intent is to bring each school’s data alive and then allow the teachers’ precious time to be used to study, evaluate and set SMART goals for each student. Principals, if you would like to see the database in action, please visit the ITBS Test results and go to St. Nack and review our drop down menus– this is our sample school.
ITBS Consortium members, please hold: Tuesday, September 20th

ITBS/iRM Pre-Test Meeting for Consortium members

9:30 a.m. Social and hospitality time

10:00 to noon. Meet with Riverside team: Valerie Kosinski, Darlene Hart, Tyler Brown.

Large Isaac Orr Conference Room, The Chancery – Seattle

Audience:  Consortium principals, local building testing coordinators, and data team members.
Each school will be receiving their fall testing materials packet to prepare for the archdiocesan testing window of October 12 – 28, 2011.
***Electronic invitations will be coming out this week.  Thank you!
3) DESTINY CONSORTIUM: WOW! This consortium is so much fun because I get to watch the librarians in action! We are entering our 4th year of the partnership with the Follett Company and we welcome 32 schools. Please remember that all instructional librarians are welcome to join and participate in the CSLA who meet about three times a year! Again, the Catholic School Librarians will have a table at Teacher Excellence Day on September 16th and are happy to assist any school. Bravo!
Catholic  School Librarians Association: The first fall meeting will be on Friday, October 21st hosted by librarian Mary Ann Van Tassel at Our Lady of Fatima School. THE CSLA website is: http://library.stjosephsea.org/csla.htm 

Please welcome the new CSLA officers for the 2011-2012 school year:  

 
President - Joanne Boerth (Forest Ridge School)

 
Vice-President:  Sue Harris (Holy Rosary School)

Secretary - Liz Walsh-Boyd (St. George School)


Treasurer:  Susan Lisi (St. Benedict School)
Behind the scenes work: special thank you to Kristin Dixon, Principal of Our Lady of Guadalupe School for serving as our Executive Principals’ Deanery Chair and to Dr. Matt Barmore, Principal of Seattle Prep, for serving this year as our High School Deanery Chair. We are grateful!

1) As we work to prepare for the positive implementation of the new Roman Missal the first Sunday of Advent, incredible resources have been designed to assist our schools and parishes.  Please visit the Religion online forum which holds the recommended resources shared on the August 17th workshop day. A draft job description for the job of Liturgical Coordinator is being reviewed by the Executive Principals and we will finalize this document at our October 12th Executive Principals Meeting.  2) Revised Family Life Policy – PreK- 12 is also being studied by the Executive Principals Committee and we ask all principals to take time to review this draft and share input at the local deanery level.  This draft policy will also be reviewed at the October 12th Executive Principals’ Committee Meeting. To review this document, principals can go to the Executive Principals Forum and locate the core attachments.  

Respectfully submitted,
Sandra Barton Smith

Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum, Technology and Data
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