\
LM" Bulletin Board Ideas for the 12 Gardens of Stewardship

¥ Garden of History

Grades 3 -5

In tending to our Garden of History, we look at the past to help us understand the present and
build a better future. Discovering what the ‘Heroes of History’ have done can be fun and shows us
we have much to thank them for!

Project

Celebrate the influence of historical figures. Focus can be given to a particular time and place or to
a particular ‘hero’, depending on the teacher’s preference. The example below shows ‘heroes’ of
the Unites States colonial period, a focus suggested in the Archdiocese of Seattle Catholic Schools
History curriculum guideline for grade three.

e Title bulletin board; ‘Heroes of History!’

e Choose various historical figures of the colonial United States — such as John and Abigail
Adams, Ben Franklin, George Washington, Pocahontas (early colony period) or other
historical figures of your choice. Print or copy pictures of the heroes for display. (Google
and Wikipedia are useful sources.)

e Select library books, online printouts or other resources that tell the stories of these
historical figures and share these with the students — either reading the stories aloud to
the class or having students read to each other in assigned groups.

e Either as individuals or as groups, have the students write ‘Thank You’ notes to their
chosen (or assigned) ‘Hero’ for what they did to influence our history. Some examples:
thank Pocahontas for helping to save the earliest colonists from starvation; thank Benjamin
Franklin for establishing our first public library; thank Abigail Adams for advocating
education for women and slaves; thank George Washington for ‘stepping down’ after he
served as President even though people wanted him to stay in power as if he were a king,
thus enabling the next president to be elected and establishing our Democracy; thank John
Adams for leading and persevering in the difficult fight to declare our independence as a
nation and then helping to negotiate peace with England afterward. Etc.

e Post students’ ‘Thank You’ notes on the board.
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Bulletin Board Ideas for the 12 Gardens of Stewardship

Garden of History

Grades 3 -5

God calls us to understand our past and to use that knowledge for a better future. The history of
God'’s people in scripture shows us the consequences of disobeying God, as well as the rewards of
living according to His will. This history, along with all of humanity’s known history, is meant to be
used for our benefit, as a guide. What can we learn from the historical figures of our past?

Project

e Title bulletin board; ‘Learning From Our History.’

e Draw a simple graphic of a large, open book to place on the bulletin board - such as the
illustrated example below.

e Have students use colorful markers to write quotes from historical figures.
(A prolific source of quotes can be found at http://www.brainyquote.com/)

e Place large ‘book’ on bulletin board.

"You are happiest when you are making the

“Human happiness and moral duty are
PP R4 greatest contribution.” Robert Kennedy

inseparably connected.” George Washington

“Life's most persistent and urgent question is: What are "We have to do with the past only as we can make it useful

you doing for others.” Martin Luther King Jr. to the present and the future.” Frederick Douglass

“Don't interfere with anything in the Constitution. That must
be maintained, for it is the only safeguard of our liberties.”
Abraham Lincoln

“Decency - generosity - cooperation - assistance in trouble -
devotion to duty: these are things that are of greater value
than surface appearances.” Dwight Eisenhower

"All tyranny needs to gain a foothold is for people of good

“Generosity is the flower of justice.” Nathaniel Hawthorne conscience to remain silent.” Thomas Jefferson

“A pessimist is one who makes difficulties of his opportunities and
an optimist is one who makes opportunities of his difficulties.”
Harry S. Truman

“Liberty cannot be preserved without general knowledge among
the people. Let us tenderly and kindly cherish, therefore, the
means of knowledge. Let us dare to read, think, speak, and

"I may be compelled to face danger, but never fear it, and write. John Adams "We must be the change we wish to

while our soldiers can stand and fight, I can stand and feed see in the world.” Mahatma Ghandi
and nurse them.” Clara Barton
“Our progress as a nation can be no swifter than our progress

“Sir, my concern is not whether God is on our side; my in education. The human mind is our fundamental resource.”
greatest concern is to be on God's side, for God is John F. Kennedy

always right.”  Abraham Lincoln “Man does not weave this web of life. He is merely a strand
"Only a life lived for others is of it. Whatever he does to the web, he does to himself.”
“The future belongs to those who . S :
believe in the beauty of their @ life worthwhile. X X Chief Seattle “Learning is not attained by chance; it must bd
dreams.” Eleanor Roosevelt Albert Einstein sought for with ardor and diligence.”
Abigail Adams


http://www.brainyquote.com/

