Religious Education Newsletter • February 13, 2012


Dear Catechetical Leaders,

This week, there are three important activities to alert you about.  First of all, as many of you are aware, teachings of our Catholic faith are currently endangered by recent federal and state actions.  To protect our religious freedom, Archbishop Sartain, the Washington State Catholic Conference and USCCB have developed several statements on the topics of Religious Liberty and Marriage.  Please visit the Archdiocesan website (www.seattlearchdiocese.org)  to stay informed on these topics and to contact your legislative leaders.

THREATS TO RELIGIOUS LIBERTY 
Read the Bishops’ letter on threats to Religious Liberty and visit the US Conference of Catholic Bishops and the Washington State Catholic Conference websites to learn more about current efforts to curtail religious freedom and how you can contact your congressional and state representatives to oppose them. 
Read Archbishop Sartain’s column on why Catholics need to act now to preserve religious freedom. 
MARRIAGE 
Marriage and the Common Good - Statement by Washington’s bishops on defending marriage and other resources. 
Contact the governor TODAY asking her to defend the legal definition of marriage as a union between a man and a woman.
Secondly, we are blessed to have Fr. Brian Bransfield, the Associate General Secretary of USCCB visiting with us next week for two events.  On Wednesday, February 15th, he will be leading a question and answer session that is open to all from 1-3 pm in the Isaac Orr Conference Center in the 910 Marion Chancery Building.  Light refreshments will be served and there is no cost for this event.
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Fr. Bransfield will also be speaking on the topic of the New Evangelization and the Human Person at the Archbishop Brunett Retreat Center at the Palisades on Thursday, February 16th.  His presentation will begin at 9:30 a.m. and concludes with a luncheon.  The cost for the event is $25.
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Thirdly, the Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry will is in the process of sending out letters and brochures for their summer camping programs.  Below is a letter from the new Director of CYO Camping Services, Megan Raymond requesting help from all of our catechetical leaders in supporting this wonderful program.  Please take a minute to read Megan’s letter and then to encourage your youth and their parents to experience the multiple blessings of Catholic camping!  Also attached to this email are two files clarifying the mission of CYO camps and further facts about the programs offered.
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www.camping.seattleoyyam.org
Finally, we are quickly approaching the season of Lent.  For those of you seeking Lenten resources, we have several DVD’s and other materials available in the Library Media Center.  You can contact Lisa Hillyard for more information at either lisa.hillyard@seattlearch.org or by calling 206-382-4883.  

I hope I will see many of you at Fr. Bransfield’s presentation this week.  

In Christ,

Anne

Anne Frederick, Ed.D.
_1390652282.pdf
ANNUAL
FAITH FORMATION LUNCHEON

Date: Thursday, February 16, 2012

Place: Archbishop Brunett Retreat and Faith Formation
Center at the Palisades, Federal Way

Time: 9:00 am - 1:30 pm

Cost: $25/person (presentation and lunch)

Audience: Priests, Deacons, Catechetical Leaders, Principals,

Religion Teachers, and all those involved in parish

and school ministry

PRESENTER AND TOPIC

The New Evangelization and

the Human Person
Presented by Fr. Brian Bransfield

USCCB Associate General Secretary
and author of
The Human Person: According to John Paul 11

RSVP to ocff@seattlearch.org or 206-382-4096
by Thursday, February 9th

ARCHDIOCESE OF SEATTLE e Office of Catholic Faith Formation
710 Ninth Avenue * Seattle, WA 98104
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Archdiocese of Seattle
Office for Youth and Young Adult Ministry

Vision

We exist to assist and be a resource with parish and faith communities in their evangelization of the
youth and young adults of western Washington, forming them as disciples and bringing them into a
transforming relationship with Jesus Christ, rooted in those faith communities and the Sacramental life
of the Catholic Church.

Mission

As Catholic stewards - serving, empowering and advocating for youth, young adults and families, we
will provide focused resources and support for the Archdiocese, the deaneries, and the school and
parish communities within the Church in Western Washington. We do this by creating relevant and
differentiated ministries, activities and programs that foster the growth of faith in our Catholic
communities.

Camp Services
We create challenging adventure experiences and programs that evangelize and foster the growth of
faith in our Catholic communities. Some of these are:

Summer Camps

Overnight Trips

Day Camp

Environmental Education

Challenge Learning

What characteristics describe us:
Christ Centered
Youth Focused
Fun Filled
Based on Catholic Teaching
Rooted in the Sacraments, Prayer, and Scripture

Outdoor Based
Community Focused
Welcoming all with the hospitality of Christ

Through transformative outdoor experiences our outcomes are:

An increased love of Christ and His church and to serve as He served.

A greater knowledge of Catholic teaching and the Catholic church

A greater involvement in parish life

More comfortable praying different forms of Catholic prayer and liturgy
Awareness of the call for environmental stewardship

Greater understanding of the call to Family, Community, and Participation

il il
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Catholic Youth Organization Summer Camps

Day Camp Grades 1-8 | Resident Camp Grades 1-12 | Trips Grades 9-12

Camp is more than just playing games and eating s’mores
¢ Adventure Catechesis (High adventure activities used to teach scripture and Catholic Values)
e Outcome based programming
e Catholicimmersion experience
e Caring supportive role models
e Evangelization and formation are the heart of the program
e Prayer
e Sacraments
e Catechesis

What you’ll see in the youth that attend

e Anincreased love of Christ and His church

e Greater knowledge of Catholic teaching

e Greater involvement in parish life

e More comfort praying

e An awareness of the call for environmental stewardship

We are asking every parish to send 3 additional participants above what was sent from your
parish last year
e How we will help you reach that goal
e We're supplying brochures to be distributed in your faith formation programs
e We are supplying bulletin inserts from Catholic Printery
e We would like to host a parent night at your parish for perspective and already registered families
e We have an anonymous financial aid bank that is done on a sliding scale
e We can offer subsidized transportation from you deanery!
e What we are asking from you
e Hand out brochures to the youth in your programs
e Schedule a parent night with our office
e Personal invitations from you to your youth. Marketing materials are good, but personal
invitations are much more powerful
e Feedback from you on how we can better reach and serve your parish
e 3 additional participants over your number from last year from your parish

206-382-4591 | cyo@seattlearch.org | www.camping.seattleoyyam.org





Frequently Asked Questions

Do you offer Day Camp transportation?
- Yes. We have a day camp bus that leaves from Seattle and Bellevue daily. If you have 25 day camp-
ers interested we can bus from anywhere in greater Seattle area, or Southern Snohomish County
area.

Do you offer Resident Camp transportation?

- Yes but only in conjunction with a parish or deanary. If you would like transportation from your par-
ish to resident camp please contact our office so we can work with you to either help arrange car-
pools or if you have 25 youth signed up for a week to arrange for a bus at $20 per participant and
a send off blessing with your parish.

Can we do a bilingual parent or guardian night?
- Yes. Please contact our office and let us know so we can arrange a Spanish speaking presenter.

Are any of our materials in Spanish?
- Yes. We are working on having some specific parent flyers we can send your parish. Please contact
us for more information.

How does Financial Aid work?
- Parents register for camp online and put down a $50 deposit.
- They will be asked a series of easy questions about their family’s circumstances
- They will get an award notice from our office with the amount of financial aid offered (it is a sliding
scale)

What if the award amount of Financial Aid is not enough?
- We will work with the family and our donors to insure that we can get their child to camp. We have
very generous alumni who supply us with emergency funds.

Can we bring families to camp to tour?
- Absolutely! We have an open house and free family event April 1°* at Camp Don Bosco. If this date
does not work for your families please call our office to schedule a tour.

Camp sounds like fun do you ever allow visitors in the summer?

- Yes. We would love to see you at camp this summer as a visitor and/or have you involved in our pro-
grams. Please contact our office for more details.

206-382-4591 | cyo@seattlearch.org | www.camping.seattleoyyam.org
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January 24, 2012

Greetings in Christ,

The Catholic Youth Organization summer camp registration is now open for 2012. We are sending this email to outline
why camp is a vital ministry of the archdiocese and answer common questions. We are working diligently to ensure a
high quality camping experience that is formative and provides for conversion experiences and your partnership is key.
Together we will be able to make an eternal difference in the families of 1600 youth this summer. Thank you for helping
make this a reality.

Camp is more than just playing games and eating s’'mores

- Adventure Catechesis (High adventure activities used to teach scripture and Catholic faith)

- Outcome based programming

- Catholic immersion experience (daily living in a Catholic centered community that connects youth to the institutional
church)

- Caring supportive role models

- Evangelization and formation are the heart of the program through prayer, Sacraments, catechesis

What you’ll see in the youth that attend

- An increased love of Christ and His church

- Greater knowledge of Catholic teaching

- Greater involvement in parish life

- More comfort praying

- An awareness of the call for environmental stewardship

We are asking every parish to send 3 additional participants above what was sent from your parish last year
- How we will help you reach that goal
- We're supplying brochures to be distributed in your faith formation programs
- We are supplying bulletin inserts from Catholic Printery
- We would like to host a parent or guardian night at your parish for perspective and already registered families
- We have an anonymous financial aid bank that is done on a sliding scale
- We have supplied your pastor with a list of previous campers from your parish.
- What we are asking from you
- Hand out brochures to the youth in your programs
- Schedule a parent or guardian night with our office
- Personal invitations from you to your youth. Marketing materials are good, but personal invitations are much
more powerful.
- Feedback from you on how we can better reach and serve your parish

Peace,

Megan Raymond
Director of CYO Camp Services
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AN INFORMAL CONVERSATION
WITH FR. BRIAN BRANSFIELD

Wednesday, February 15"
1:00 - 3:00 pm
Isaac Orr Conference Center
910 Marion Building, Chancery

Fr. Brian Bransfield is USCCB Associate General Secretary,
author of The Human Person: According to John Paul 1I,
and presenter on topics including
the New Evangelization and Moral Theology.

RSVP to ocff@seattlearch.org or 206-382-4096
by Thursday, February 9th

OTHER EVENTS WITH FR. BRANSFIELD

The New Evangelization and the Human Person
Annual Faith Formation Leaderhip Luncheon

Date: Thursday, February 16, 2012

Place: Archbishop Brunett Retreat and Faith Formation
Center at the Palisades, Federal Way

Time: 9:00 am - 1:30 pm

Cost: $25/person (presentation and lunch)

Living for Others: Theology of the Body, Catholic Social & Moral Teaching
A program for Catechetical Leadership
Date: August 12-15, 2012
Place: Archbishop Brunett Retreat and Faith Formation
Center at the Palisades, Federal Way

ARCHDIOCESE OF SEATTLE e Office of Catholic Faith Formation
710 Ninth Avenue * Seattle, WA 98104







