Request ICE Field Office to Implement Prosecutorial Discretion
Action Steps to Take Now:
1. Contact ICE Seattle Field Office and ask that they implement prosecutorial discretion as instructed by Department of Homeland Security (DHS).

Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
Seattle Field Office

12500 Tukwila International Blvd.

Seattle, WA 98168

Phone: (206) 835-0650

2. Send a letter to the President requesting that work authorization be given to immigrants granted prosecutorial discretion. The vast majority of the potential recipients for prosecutorial discretion include individuals who came to this country as young children; parents with children; seniors; young adults seeking to complete post-secondary education in the United States; and various other vulnerable immigrants.  Currently, those individuals whose deportation cases are administratively closed under the new prosecutorial discretion guidance are not allowed to legally work in the country and, thus, unable to support themselves or their families. Go to the www.justiceforimmigrants.org homepage to send a letter to the President.  

3. Share this action alert with your social media networks.

Background:
On June 17, 2011, ICE Director John Morton issued two memoranda on the use of prosecutorial discretion for immigrants in removal proceedings. In November 2011, ICE issued further guidance to ICE attorneys on the use of prosecutorial discretion.  Prosecutorial discretion refers to the agency’s authority to not enforce immigration laws against certain individuals. The Morton memos on prosecutorial discretion call on ICE attorneys and employees to refrain from pursuing noncitizens with family, military, educational (DREAM-eligible students), or other ties in the U.S. and instead spend the agency’s limited resources on persons who pose a serious threat to public safety or national security. The memos also articulate the expectations for and responsibilities of ICE personnel when exercising their discretion.

In late September 2011, Archbishop José H. Gomez of Los Angeles, chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Committee on Migration, applauded the announcement by DHS that prosecutorial discretion would be exercised on “low-priority” deportation cases.  “The decision embodies the kind of common-sense, compassionate immigration policies that can serve to simultaneously enforce federal immigration law while respecting the dignity and vulnerabilities of the migrants in our midst,” Archbishop Gomez wrote in a September 29, 2011 letter to DHS Secretary Janet Napolitano.

In the letter Archbishop Gomez also urged Secretary Napolitano for “your expeditious implementation of this proposal, as vulnerable immigrants who are ‘low-priority’ remain at imminent risk of deportation.” 
Problem:

Despite clear guidance from the Morton memo to ICE field personnel, an American Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA) and American Immigration Council report released in November 2011 found that, “in the majority of offices ICE agents, trial attorneys and supervisors admitted that they had not implemented the memoranda and there had been no changes in policy or practice.”
The inability or unwillingness of ICE staff in local field offices to comply with the prosecutorial discretion guidelines outlined in the Morton memos will continue to keep non-criminal immigrants at risk for detention and deportation. Staff in ICE field offices should no longer delay utilizing the authority to exercise prosecutorial discretion for immigrants in removal proceedings.
For these reasons, Justice for Immigrants urges you to contact the staff at the Seattle ICE field office and ask them to implement the guidance and directives in the prosecutorial discretion memos issued by Director Morton. 
A sample letter to the ICE field office is below:
Dear Director, ICE Seattle Field Office:
I ask that you act immediately to implement the prosecutorial discretion guidelines outlined by ICE Director John Morton in his memos dated June 17, 2011.  

The vast majority of the potential recipients for prosecutorial discretion include individuals who came to this country as young children; many with decades-long ties and contributions to their local communities; seniors; young adults seeking to complete post-secondary education in the United States; and various other vulnerable immigrants. 
The instructions for discretion in Director Morton’s memos express the kind of meaningful and compassionate immigration policies and procedures that can serve to enforce federal immigration law while respecting the dignity and vulnerabilities of the migrants and their families living in our communities.
Please be mindful of the various circumstances of the immigrants that will come before you and, when possible, extend prosecutorial discretion as advised by the Morton memos.

Thank you for your service to our country.
Sincerely,



