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Dear Catechetical Colleagues,

We begin this newsletter congratulating all of our Catholic school teachers and
administrators as they celebrate National Catholic Schools week.

We also are excited about our upcoming presentation with Dr. Carole Eipers, who
will be sharing ideas on how we keep our doors open to evangelizing others. Carole
is a very popular speaker, who combines her extensive background in catechetical
methods with a delightful sense of humor. Please join us on February 13"™!
Registration details are found below.

I also would like to encourage you to promote and participate in the following
opportunities:

e CYO Camp Registration is now open. There will be an exciting Lego faith
based activity and new opportunities for high school students this year.
http://www.seattlearchdiocese.org/OYYAE/Camping/default.aspx

o Leif Kehrwarld, will be presenting strategies on how to build faith in the home
on February 28" in Kirkland.

¢ John Michael Talbot will be in concert at St. Charles Borromeo Church on
June 24™ and tickets are on sale now.

This edition of the newsletter is indeed packed with several articles taken from Pope
Francis’ writings and talks. There is also an abundance of online webinars and
videos. | especially recommend “Falling Plates” as a great resource for
reconciliation with middle and high school age students and their parents.

Many of our articles come from the National Conference of Catechetical Leadership
(NCCL). There are several books recommended by this source and if you purchase
them through their Amazon bookstore, you help support this wonderful organization
as well.

Once again, | hope to see many of you on February 13"
With the peace of Christ,

Anne

Anne Frederick, Ed.D.

Director of Parish and School Faith Formation


http://www.seattlearchdiocese.org/OYYAE/Camping/default.aspx
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FOUNDATIONS OF OUR CATHOLIC FAITH
CATECHIST CERTIFICATION PROGRAM

ADULT FAITH FORMATION

+ Advent
+ Lent
%+ Retreats

CATECHIST CERTIFICATION

#+ Faith Formation for Parish Staff
4+ For Competent, Confident, and Capable Catechists
0 Certify at least one per grade level
0 Identify & Prepare Next Year’s Catechist
4+ RCIA team
0 Identify & Prepare Next Year’s Team

SCHEDULE AND REGISTRATION at www.seattlearchdiocese.org/ccp



http://www.seattlearchdiocese.org/ccp
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Upcoming Archdiocesan Events

Liturgy Office Workshops:

http://www.seattlearchdiocese.org/Liturgy/workshops.aspx

CRS Rice Bowl is sponsoring a webinar on February 13th for
catechetical leaders! Mark your calendar and spread the
word! Many thanks for your continued support. This
webinar will be recorded and information on how to view it
in the future will be provided.

Z=lelbElgvaikei \Webinar for Religious educators and
11:00 am - Religious catechists will have a

12:15 pm Educators & chance to learn about and
Catechists share their own ideas for
using Rice Bowl resources
creatively during Lent in
classroom, family, and whole
community catechetical
settings.

Click here to reqister.



http://www.seattlearchdiocese.org/Liturgy/workshops.aspx
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/YYRH32P
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/YYRH32P
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You can visit the registration page here.


http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e8m9ulte23caf43f&llr=6a7puneab&showPage=true
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Pope Says Internet A 'Gift From God,' Should Be Used For Solidarity

Like the good Samaritan, who stopped on the road to help a person
in need, travelers along today's communication highways should
offer support to those they encounter there, Pope Francis said.
"The digital world can be an environment rich in humanity; a
network not of wires but of people,” he said in his message for
* World Communications Day. Modern means of communication,
especially the Internet, offer "immense possibilities for encounter and solidarity,” he said.
Because of that, he said, the Internet is "a gift from God."

"Communication at the service of an authentic culture of encounter" is the theme of this year's
World Communications Day, which most dioceses will mark June 1, the Sunday before
Pentecost. The message, released Jan. 23, was dated Jan. 24, the feast of St. Francis de Sales, the
patron saint of journalists.

"Good communication helps us grow closer, to know one another better, and ultimately to grow

in unity,"” the pope said. "The walls which divide us can be broken down only if we are prepared

to listen and learn from one another,"” he said. "A culture of encounter demands that we be ready
not only to give, but also to receive." Good communicators must take the time necessary to listen
to others and, more than just tolerate, truly accept them, he said.

Pope Francis, in his message, quoted Pope Benedict XVI's 2013 World Communications Day
text, which says effective Christian witness is "about our willingness to be available to others 'by
patiently and respectfully engaging their questions and their doubts as they advance in their
search for the truth and the meaning of human existence™ -- not by "bombarding people with
religious messages."

The good Samaritan is a model for how to approach and interact with others on today's digital
highways, taking responsibility for the hurt and lost there, the pope said. "Whenever
communication is primarily aimed at promoting consumption or manipulating others, we are
dealing with a form of violent aggression like that suffered by the man in the parable,” beaten by
robbers and abandoned on the road,” he said.

"There is a danger that certain media so condition our responses that we fail to see our real
neighbor," the pope said. Information overload or overexposure to injustices like poverty can
make us "so accustomed to these things that they no longer unsettle us." Good communicators
bring beauty, goodness and truth to people, something no snappy or sophisticated media strategy
can do, he said.

"Personal engagement is the basis of the trustworthiness of a communicator,” he said. You can
read the text of the pope's World Communications Day message in English. You can read the
text of the pope's World Communications Day message in Spanish.



http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/messages/communications/documents/papa-francesco_20140124_messaggio-comunicazioni-sociali_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/messages/communications/documents/papa-francesco_20140124_messaggio-comunicazioni-sociali_sp.html
http://www.google.com/imgres?start=140&sa=X&rlz=1T4MXGB_enUS523US526&biw=1280&bih=781&tbm=isch&tbnid=_xS-YaYHNibQVM:&imgrefurl=http://www.charismanews.com/index.php/search/?searchword=Pope Francis&areas%5B0%5D=gitags&docid=9-sUqNzhbDhSmM&imgurl=http://cdn.charismanews.com/images/stories/featured-news/Pope-Francis-Roberto-Stuckert-Filho-Wikimedia.jpg&w=618&h=339&ei=4UPlUq-PE8K2kQfUr4GIDQ&zoom=1&ved=0CJUBEIQcMDA4ZA&iact=rc&dur=578&page=8&ndsp=20
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Pope’s Weekly Catechesis: Divisions Among Christians Are 'A Scandal,’

The divisions that exist among Christians are a source of pain and
scandal, and damage the credibility and work of spreading the Gospel,
Pope Francis said. "Christ's name creates communion and unity, not
division. He came to create communion among us, not to divide us!"
said Pope Francis.

The pope dedicated his catechesis to the week of prayer's theme, taken

from St. Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians. As St. Paul reproached the

Corinthians for their divisions and rivalries, he asked them, "Is Christ

divided?" the pope said. "Christ has certainly not been divided. But we
have to recognize with sincerity and with sorrow that our communities continue to live divisions
that are a scandal,"” the pope said.

Christians have two important elements in common: baptism and the cross, he said. However,
divisions among Christian communities "weaken the credibility and the effectiveness of our
efforts to evangelize, and they risk empting the cross of its power" and meaning, he said.

"It's beautiful to recognize the grace God bestows upon us and, furthermore, to find in other
Christians something which we need, something which we could receive as a gift from our
brothers and sisters," he said. Christian unity requires "much prayer, humility, reflection and
continual conversion,” he said. Let the Lord's name be proclaimed, not to shut people out, but "to
open the heart to love which unites and enriches,” he said. "Let's pray that the Lord grants unity
to Christians, living differences as a richness; seeing the other as a brother to welcome with
love." The text of the pope's audience remarks in English is available online at Wednesday's
Catechesis.

Pope Francis Continues Catechesis on the Sacrament of Baptism

Continuing his catechesis on the Sacrament of Baptism, Pope Francis
reminded the faithful that our Baptism calls us to become “missionary
disciples” within the Church. The Holy Father reiterated his imagery of
Baptism as an unbroken chain in the transmission of faith. Each baptized
Christian, he said, is a link in that chain. “Such is the grace of God and
so is our faith, that we should transmit to our children, because they, as
adults, can transmit it to their children,” the Pope said. “Baptism makes
us enter into this People of God that transmits the faith. This is very
important. A People of God that walks and transmits faith.”

The Pope drew on his Apostolic Exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium,
saying that through our Baptism, we are called to be “agents of evangelization.” As such, “the
new evangelization calls for the personal involvement” of all who are baptized. Through this
calling, the People of God are both disciples and missionaries. “All of us in the Church are
disciples, and we are so always, for our whole life; and we are all missionaries, each one in the
place the Lord has assigned to him,” he said.


http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/audiences/2014/documents/papa-francesco_20140122_udienza-generale_en.html
http://www.vatican.va/holy_father/francesco/audiences/2014/documents/papa-francesco_20140122_udienza-generale_en.html
http://www.cathnewsusa.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Pope+Francis_0.jpg
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The Holy Father went on to explain the mystical and missionary dimension of the Christian
vocation which are rooted in Baptism. As a community of believers, we are called to share the
experience of the love of God to others. “No one,” the Pope said, “is saved on their own. The
communal dimension is not just a “frame,” a ‘garnish,’ but an integral part of Christian life, of
witness and of evangelization. Christian faith is born and lives in the Church and, in Baptism,
families and parishes celebrate the incorporation of a new member of Christ in His Body which
is the Church.”

Concluding his catechesis, Pope Francis noted the example of the 17th century Christian
community of Japan, who despite suffering enormous persecution, endured in their faith. The
Holy Father said the grace of their Baptism allowed them to survive.

“This is great: the People of God transmits faith, baptized their children and goes forward. And
they maintained, though in secret, a strong community spirit, because Baptism made them
become one body in Christ: they were isolated and hidden, but always members of the People of
God, members of the Church. We can learn so much from this story!” the Pope exclaimed. The
complete text can be read at The Fruits of Baptism.

Pope: Better To Eat Humble Pie Than Let Anger Harden The Heart

A heart hardened by anger and resentment is worse than eating humble pie and reaching out to
enemies to seek peace, Pope Francis said. "Worse than trying to build a bridge (of
understanding) with an adversary is to let the heart swell with rancor toward him," he said Jan.
24 during his early morning Mass in the Domus Sanctae Marthae, where he lives. Holding onto
one's hatred and anger, instead of taking the first step toward peace, only renders people "isolated
in this bitter broth of our resentment,” he said, according to Vatican Radio.

When someone is wronged or faces an enemy, one option might
be retaliation or revenge, Pope Francis said. But the Christian
response is to choose the path of dialogue, he said, which
requires humility, meekness and becoming all things to all
people. One thing the Bible doesn't mention is that “to do all this,
you need to swallow a lot of ‘toads,™ that is, the bitter pill of
humiliation, he said. "But we have to do it because that's how
peace is made -- with humility, humiliation, always trying to see
the face of God in the other,” he said. Taking the first step toward dialogue and stooping low to
begin building a bridge of understanding is not easy, he said

Vatican Radio Welcomes First Intern With Down Syndrome

For the past two weeks, Vatican Radio has had a new member in
its team: Michael Gannon, 33, has Down Syndrome, but this has
not prevented him from becoming a published author, going to

university, acting, or working as a radio journalist — among other
achievements. The first person with Down Syndrome to intern at


http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/on-the-fruits-of-baptism?utm_campaign=dailyhtml&utm_medium=email&utm_source=dispatch
http://www.google.com/imgres?sa=X&rlz=1T4MXGB_enUS523US526&biw=1280&bih=781&tbm=isch&tbnid=WIJpxm_GBkxZzM:&imgrefurl=http://guardianlv.com/2014/01/francis-the-modern-pope/&docid=zwG1dexNUKrHkM&imgurl=http://guardianlv.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/01/Pope-Francis-Audience-with-the-media-1.jpg&w=640&h=480&ei=x0PlUoraFNSMkAfH3IHADA&zoom=1&ved=0CPoCEIQcMFk&iact=rc&dur=2689&page=5&start=76&ndsp=20
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Vatican Radio, Michael has made the most of his time working at the radio station of the Pope.

The opportunity to work for Vatican Radio came about two years ago when Michael and his
mother were attending an event in Rome organized in part by the AIPD (Associazione Italiana
Persone Down), entitled: “My Opinion, My Vote.” Michael asked Lovett if Vatican Radio had
ever employed an intern with Down Syndrome. When the director of the English program said
they had not, Michael offered to become the first.

A student of the National University of Ireland in Maynooth, the

Kildare native has an impressive resume in the area of

communications. He has written a book entitled Straight Up, No

Sugar, and is in the process of writing a second book. He is also

an “ambassador” for Down Syndrome Ireland. “People with

Down Syndrome have a normal life,” he said. “They have family.

They have friends. They can go out, have fun, socialize. You can

be your own self.”

For those who might be daunted by some of his achievements, Michael said in no uncertain
terms: people should “stop looking at Down Syndrome, and see the person.”

20 Things the Poor Really Do Every Day

There has been a lot of conversation about the poor and the
wealthy. In fact the first part of this month included statement
about what the wealthy do and what the poor do. Ben Irwin,
however, chooses to take the discussion out of the opinion realm
and “To balance the picture a bit, ...take a fact-based look at 20
things the poor do on a daily basis.” Irwin concludes his blog with the statement, “These are the
real habits of the poor, those with whom Jesus identifies most closely.” This is a great
discussion starter for social justice groups. The twenty items are listed here but if you want the
actual data verifying his statements, please go to 20 Things the Poor Really Do Every Day.

. Search for affordable housing.

. Try to make $133 worth of food last a whole month.

. Subsist on poor quality food.

. Skip a meal.

. Work longer and harder than most of us.

. Go to bed 3 hours before their first job starts.

. Try to avoid getting beat up by someone they love.

. Put themselves in harm’s way, only to be kicked to the streets afterward.
. Pay more than their fair share of taxes.

10. Fall further behind.

11. Raise kids who will be poor.

12. Vote less.

13. When they do vote... vote pretty much the same as the rest of us.
14. Live with chronic pain.

15. Live shorter lives.

OO ~NO U WN P


https://benirwin.wordpress.com/2013/12/03/20-things-the-poor-do-every-day/
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16. Use drugs and alcohol pretty much the same as (or less than) everyone else.
17. Receive less in subsidized benefits than corporations.

18. Get themselves off welfare as soon as possible.

19. Have about the same number of children as everyone else.

20. Accomplish one single goal: stay alive.

The Imperative for Wholeness Inside Christ

For the week of Christian Unity, Fr. Ron Rolheiser writes a powerful
column with some penetrating questions. Here are a few excerpts from
his column including a re-thinking of the woman with the lost coin. If
intrigued and willing to examine the issue of why we need to work
harder at ecumenism, you can read the January 19" column at
http://www.ronrolheiser.com/.

For more than a thousand years, Christians have not had the joy of being one family
around Christ. Although there were already tensions within the earliest Christian
communities, it was not until the year 1054 that there was a formal split so as to, in
effect, establish two formal Christian communities, the Orthodox Church and the
Catholic Church in the West. Then, with the Protestant Reformation in the sixteenth
century, there was a further split within the Western Church and Christianity fragmented
still further. Today there are more than a hundred Christian denominations, many of
them, sadly, not on friendly terms with each other.

...Oneness was close to the heart of Jesus. He wants all his children at the same table,
...Hence the parable might recast this way:

A woman had ten children. With nine of them, she had a good relationship, but one of her
daughters was alienated. Her nine other children came regularly to the family table, but
this daughter did not. The woman could not rest in that situation; she needed her alienated
daughter to rejoin them. She tried every means to reconcile with her daughter and, one
day, miracle of miracles, it worked. Her daughter came back to the family. Her family
was whole again, everyone was back at table. The woman was overjoyed, withdrew her
modest savings from the bank, and threw a lavish party to celebrate that wholeness.

... Thus we are meant to ask ourselves uncomfortable questions: Who no longer goes to
church with us? Who feels uncomfortable worshipping with us? Are we comfortable that
so many people can no longer join us in our church?


http://www.ronrolheiser.com/
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Pope Francis' Prayer To The Holy Family

(\Vatican Radio) Pope Francis invited the faithful to join him
spiritually in prayer for the upcoming Concistory and for the next Synod
of Bishops which will focus on the theme of the Family.

PRAYER TO THE HOLY FAMILY

Jesus, Mary and Joseph,
in you we contemplate
the splendour of true love,
to you we turn with trust.

Holy Family of Nazareth,

grant that our families too

may be places of communion and prayer,
authentic schools of the Gospel

and small domestic Churches.

Holy Family of Nazareth,

may families never again

experience violence, rejection and division:
may all who have been hurt or scandalized
find ready comfort and healing.

Holy Family of Nazareth,

may the approaching Synod of Bishops

make us once more mindful

of the sacredness and inviolability of the family,
and its beauty in God’s plan.

Jesus, Mary and Joseph,
graciously hear our prayer.

Digital Discipleship Boot Camp — Now Available Completely ONLINE

Digital Discipleship Boot Camp sessions are now available. The full training is
all ONLINE! To learn more about the training, visit http://ddbcformation.org.
Our next session begins on February 4, 2014. Here’s what participants say about
DDBC:



http://ddbcformation.org/
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No matter what obstacles get thrown in your way during this course, even if your parish
is not at this point, stick with it and get the knowledge for yourself and the future of your
ministry. Not to mention the future of the Faith. (Kim Adamson, Parish Catechetical
Leader, San Marco Catholic Church, Marco Island, Florida)

When we are not afraid to learn new things the whole world is open to us. So don’t be
afraid to ask questions and to learn new ways of thinking. Plus this class is fun and the
webinars are a nice length. So no excuse like Nike says ” Just Do It!” (Phil Coit, Director
of Faith Formation, St. Thomas AQUINAS CATHOLIC CHURCH, New Port Richey,
Florida)

This is the BEST learning experience | have had in a LONG time! No matter how
experienced...or inexperienced...you are navigating on the digital continent-you are
going to learn a lot. Don’t get overwhelmed...just start with those ideas presented that
really grab you...conquer the ones you like best. Then use what you learned every day. It
gets easier if you use your new skills as much as possible. (Amy Barber, Youth Minister,
Queen of Peace Parish, Gainesville, Florida)

Come and visit 21 Inspiring Messages from those who have completed DDBC -
http://www.slideshare.net/ccerveny/21-inspiring-messages.

“We have a great program with coaches who will walk with you.” If you are unable to
participate now, plan for the summer program that begins in early June. Questions — contact
Caroline Cerveny, SSJ-TOSF (c.cerveny@verizon.net) or Claudia Mclvor
(cmcivor@tampabay.rr.com ).

Adult Faith Formation Online Forum

What are your hopes for AFF for 2014? What is your parish or diocese planning for adult
formation for Lent?

New on the NCCL website is an Online Forum for Adult Faith Formation. Click on the Adult
Faith Formation tab, then click on Adult Faith Formation ONLINE Forum or click HERE to
see threads of conversations about topics related to Adult Faith Formation. Respond to already
created conversations or create your own topic.

Recent topics include “Lenten Plans” and “Hopes for AFF for 2014.” You may subscribe to
receive email notifications of new postings. This promises to be a great way of sharing ideas and
asking questions of colleagues with regard to adult faith formation. If you have questions or
suggestions, please contact Teresa Burns tburnszoo@hotmail.com, one of the NCCL AFF
Committee animators.



http://www.slideshare.net/ccerveny/21-inspiring-messages
mailto:c.cerveny@verizon.net
mailto:cmcivor@tampabay.rr.com
https://nccl.wildapricot.org/Default.aspx?pageId=1729128
mailto:tburnszoo@hotmail.com
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Technology and New Media For Those Working in Hispanic Ministry

The Forum on Catechesis with Hispanics (FCH) requests your support to assist
Patricia Jiménez, D.Min (Candidate) who has been asked to co-author an essay
on Hispanic Ministry and Technology and New Media. In order to do so, she
needs your help in understanding how those involved in Hispanic Ministry and
Theology are currently using technology and new media. If you are responsible
for catechesis with Hispanics, please consider the invitation to participate in the
survey. She feels “this survey will help us to better understand how Hispanic
Ministers are using technology and New Media.”

You are asked to complete the survey by February 28, 2014. Depending on your answers, the
anonymous survey will take 10-15 minutes to complete. Those who complete the survey will be
entered to win a special Our Lady of Guadalupe Mug and T-shirt. To take the survey in English
click here http://svy.mk/1aQ3FDM To take the survey in Spanish click here
http://svy.mk/1jGzIvC

A Different Take On 'Threats To Family Life'

Writing for U.S. Catholic, Kevin Clarke writes that “A growing
work-life imbalance is pushing some parents over the edge.”
Clarke feels that if the bishops really want to have an impact on
family life then “they need to look at the issues that are really
tearing it down. Most of them are economic or related to deeply
misguided federal public investment and social spending priorities
and tax structures.”

In two-parent households with children in the United States, both parents hold down full-
time jobs 70 percent of the time, the highest rate in the industrialized world. Public
expenditures geared to support families, including child care and early childhood
education, fall at the bottom of comparative spending among other advanced states, and
in the United States most of that support takes the form of tax breaks, not “hard” support
like government-sponsored child care.

This is the environment in which we call for parent meetings, sacramental preparation programs
for families, and participation in classes about nurturing the faith of their child(ren). It is a
challenge for them and for us. Let’s make sure we don’t waste their time and offer them a
program that deepens their own spirituality. You can read more at: Threats to Family Life.

The Seven Enemies of Evangelization

Tim Drake is the New Evangelization coordinator for a cluster
of parishes in central Minnesota. He has discovered “there are
some common foes that prevent us from sharing our faith with


http://svy.mk/1aQ3FDM
http://svy.mk/1jGzIvC
http://www.uscatholic.org/articles/201401/different-take-threats-family-life-28329?utm_source=January+14%2C+2014&utm_campaign=ebulletin+January+14%2C+2014&utm_medium=email#sthash.KBzF6xNv.dpuf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001IcbUJeuHUNETJfbtZoIjBPCVy7eR1017JYwRbaTz518p8q3pPM7rqW0mLGnn_ylTEs5106gJPyGXWaXnupWlIbqdk7kUFMwFDud9iqSRBs_eHUq2t6Hrd81O9VxuPaxoK_00DohM1DabbTt6kBLACYu5z6av9Z-ukP9_Gki-TLqKbRpqzHLvgLDv-KmCmqpTbweo9d2uOBimPlY7uPbuiY_JKdViQJ5Gf6Asl6YXECUI-MulydwtDOy4Y85cF2TxcsNPUAB7UAPs_wSFBzYgZ_lbBV--PwwxPD0cCU6XG3wgaN93sUu3osifovncO-f-oqyxqvST4PN5M-O0uwdxHZy7yrZ_S6Kb
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others. Here are seven of the most common enemies of evangelization.” Excerpts follow. If you
care to read the entire article, please go to The Seven Enemies of Evangelization.

Fear

Many of us do not evangelize because we are afraid. We’re afraid that we
don’t know how. We’re afraid we might fail. We’re afraid that we don’t
have all the answers, and we’re afraid of rejection. In his new book, How
to_Share Your Faith with Anyone: A Practical Manual of Catholic
Evangelization, Barber says that only three things are necessary to
overcome our fear of evangelization — “devotion to our Lord, especially
in the Blessed Sacrament; devotion to His Most Blessed Mother; and
unfailing loyalty to His Vicar on Earth, our Holy Father, the Pope.”

Busyness

It is truly incredible how full we fill our lives, with work and activities from the moment
we rise until the moment we fall exhausted into our beds at night. While eating at a
restaurant not that long ago, a stranger at a nearby table struck up a conversation with me.
In the course of the conversation, he asked me about my work. That naturally led to a
conversation about Christ, and during that conversation he ended up sharing some
personal information about a tragedy that had hit their family. Through that conversation,
I was able to identify some spiritual needs the family had and was able to relate that to
the family’s parish priest.

Secularism

We human beings have the tendency to have an inordinate attachment to created things,
whether its technology, entertainment, food or drink, or many other things. The
increasing secularization of culture and the loss of the sacred make evangelization more
difficult, but not impossible. We must place God first and put all other things in their
proper place. Then we can evangelize. When possible, use the very themes you find in
modern films or music as a basis for talking about spiritual themes. There are often
myriad ways to do this. Find ways to use media and the new technologies to share the
faith.

Poor relationships

Evangelization happens relationally — usually one-on-one. To be able to share your faith
with another person, you need to be in relationship with them, so that your words or
actions or example will have meaning. Several weeks ago, | had a conversation with an
elderly woman. She revealed some struggles she was facing and some bitter feelings she
had. | suggested that she might consider taking that to a priest in the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. She wondered how a priest could help her.

Lack of prayer

How can we share Christ if we do not know him, or if we aren’t spending time with him
ourselves? Evangelization begins with our own conversion through prayer and the


http://www.catholicpulse.com/cp/en/columnists/drake/011414.html
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1586178504/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1586178504&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1586178504/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1586178504&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1586178504/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1586178504&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1586178504/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1586178504&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
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sacraments. “We cannot engage culture unless we let Him first engage us; we cannot
dialogue with others unless we first dialogue with Him; we cannot challenge unless we
first let Him challenge us,” Cardinal Timothy Dolan told the U.S. Conference of Catholic
Bishops in a 2012 address.

Pride

Believe it or not, evangelizing doesn’t necessarily mean having all the
answers. Don’t be afraid to say, “l don’t know.” It demonstrates humility.
“God doesn’t take the qualified and make them worthy. He takes the
unworthy and makes them qualified,” writes Greg Willits in The New
Evangelization _and You: Be Not Afraid. Sincerity and honesty
demonstrate to the inquirer that while you may not have everything about
the faith figured out, you still believe. You have faith.

Selfishness

Finally, another important aspect of evangelization is setting aside your
own selfishness and needs and by practicing careful listening. In her very
helpful book Forming Intentional Disciples: The Path to Knowing and
Following Jesus, author Sherry Weddell says: “There is no way of
knowing what a particular person's journey has truly been and where the
person is now until we earn the right to hear his or her story and then
listen carefully and prayerfully.”

New Vatican Document Looks at Religion and Violence

s VIS Vatican Information Service

The International Theological Commission has published a new document clarifying that
Christian belief is not only inherently incompatible with the incitement to violence, but that calls
for violence are the religion’s greatest corruption. The new document, published so far only in
Italian on Jan. 16, will soon be made available in other languages. The title is “God, the Trinity,
and the Unity of Humanity: Christian Monotheism and its Opposition to Violence”. It is the fruit
of a five year study by the commission.

“Our reflection takes the form of a reasoned testimony, not an apologetic argument,” says a
summary of the text, published Jan. 16 by the Vatican. “The Christian faith, in fact, sees the
incitement of violence in the name of God as the greatest corruption of religion.” Christianity, it
added, “reaches this conviction from the revelation of God’s own life, which is brought to us by
Jesus Christ” and says that the Church “is well aware that witnessing to this faith demands a


http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1616365153/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1616365153&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1616365153/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1616365153&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1612785905/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1612785905&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1612785905/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1612785905&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
http://www.visnews-en.blogspot.it/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1612785905/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1612785905&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1616365153/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1616365153&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
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permanent readiness for conversion: which also implies a certain parrhesia, a courageous
frankness in self-criticism.”

The document has five chapters: *Suspicions Regarding Monotheism”, 'God’s Initiative in the
Human Journey', '‘God Who Saves us from Violence', 'Faith Faced with the Full Force of
Reason’, and 'The Children of God Scattered and Gathered'. The text was approved by Cardinal
Gerhard Muiller, the prefect of the Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith. The Italian version
of the document can be viewed online at www.laciviltacattolica.it. There is a Vatican summary
of the document available in English.

Pope Francis' Message for 51st World Day of Prayer for VVocations

On 11 May 2014, the 4th Sunday of Easter, the Church will celebrate
the 51st World Day of Prayer for VVocations. The theme this year is
"Vocations, Witness to the Truth."

You can read the full text of Listen and Follow Jesus, Pope Francis'
message, sent for the occasion to bishops, priests, consecrated and
lay faithful throughout the world.

Looking For Ways To Make Marriages Stronger?

Join Karee Santos of Can We Cana? in an online marriage enrichment
retreat this February 3, 4, 10 & 11. Perfect for individuals, couples, and
catechists. The retreat offers sound theology combined with practical tips
geared at helping today’s married couples. Mid-day and evening sessions
are offered for your convenience. To register, click here. Topics, dates,
and times are as follows.

I. Life-giving Unity: Becoming One with Your Spouse and Your
Children. The marital relationship is the bedrock of any family, and unity between spouses
strengthens the whole family. Learn how families can communicate better, pray more together,
and grow closer to God together. Monday, Feb. 3, at 12:30-1:30 pm EST or Tuesday, Feb. 4,
at 7:30-8:30 pm EST.

I1. Holy Stewards: Making the Most of Your Time and Your Money. We all
struggle to find enough time for work, family, and God. Maintaining a good
balance is difficult, but not impossible. Explore useful ways to make the most of
what you have. Monday, Feb. 10, at 12:30-1:30 pm EST or Tuesday, Feb. 11,
at 7:30-8:30 pm EST.

For more info, visit the Can We Cana? marriage support blog at
http:/canwecana.blogspot.com or email Karee with questions at
santoskaree@gmail.com.



http://www.laciviltacattolica.it/
http://www.visnews-en.blogspot.it/2014/01/christian-monotheism-against-violence.html
http://www.news.va/en/news/pope-francis-listen-and-follow-jesus-for-day-of-pr
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1oIX0mRqpvBZB-SISJtKGwUn_zWPfh6jDiIW3uxxfQms/viewform
http://canwecana.blogspot.com/
mailto:santoskaree@gmail.com
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Pro-life Movie: Gimme Shelter

Pro-life champion Kathy DiFiore has had a life filled with redemption and hope. A suburban
wife and mother, she escaped an abusive marriage only to find herself homeless and on the
street. She focused on saying the prayer of St. Francis and eventually was able to reclaim her life.
DiFiore went on to found Several Sources Shelters, which provides a home and safety net for
pregnant women. Her life is the inspiration behind the gritty pro-life movie "Gimme Shelter,"”
which is in theaters today.

“The remarkable narrative of "Gimme Shelter" expresses a powerful reality and the heroic love
of a mother for her unborn child,” said Bishop Ignacio Carrasco de Paula. “Exploring the hard
questions regarding the meaning of life, family, love and suffering, our heroine, ‘Apple,” fights
against all odds and finds hope in the kindness of some key people, including a hospital chaplain
who expresses the true nature of a priestly soul of service, guidance, and the deep Love of God
for every single man, woman and child from the moment of conception. Out of rejection shines
the courageous beauty of a mother’s love, and out of tragedy, shines hope!”

Forced to flee her abusive mother (Rosario Dawson), and turned away by her Wall Street father
(Brendan Fraser), “Apple Bailey” (Vanessa Hudgens) finds herself on a desperate and isolated
journey of survival. In the depths of despair, she meets a compassionate priest (James Earl
Jones), who ultimately leads her to redemption and unprecedented support in a suburban shelter
for homeless teenagers. With gained confidence, and the warmth of her new home, Apple breaks
from her inhibiting past, embracing the future with clarity and hope.

To prepare for her role, Hudgens lived for weeks in the Several Sources pregnancy shelter. For
info on the movie, go to Gimme Shelter. Watch the trailer.

Life, Death and Love of a Savior

A short film about life, death & love of a savior.
Written, Shot, and Edited by Strong Films
Music by La Liberte (http://lalibertemusic.com/)
Strategy and Produced by Howard Crutsinger
(http://twitter.com/howardcrut)

Watch Falling Plates.

| Can Tell That We Are Going To Be Friends

All children are special gifts from the Lord. Through sign language,
these deaf children show us what friendship is all about. Watch the
video We Are Going to Be Friends.



http://gimmeshelterthemovie.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pE42YdC70E8
http://strongfilms.org/
http://lalibertemusic.com/
http://twitter.com/howardcrut
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KGlx11BxF24
http://www.godvine.com/Special-Children-Show-Us-What-Friendship-is-All-About-in-This-Music-Video-4593.html?utm_source=GodVine%20Daily&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=01/23/2014
http://click1.godvinemail.com/hnhhqmvwhnhzvfwgzsrplzjlvmzfbrrfncvlqqgbhvfqnwb_bcgglzfcffgb.html?a=GodVine+Daily&b=01/23/2014
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Son of God To Be Released on February 28, 2014

On February 28, 2014, the film "Son of God" will be

released by the makers of "The Bible" series, Roma

Downey and Mark Burnett. "Son of God" is the story

of our Savior Jesus Christ. It is a beautiful 2 hour and

15 minute feature film showing the miracles and the

mission, His death and the beauty and hope of His
resurrection. The trailer can be viewed www.sonofgodmovie.com.

Arbella Studios

@Hﬁ This company has a unique mission. They
BRBELLAY STmms¢ do music narratives and documentaries.

You can catch a glimpse of their work by watching a trailer of one of their
documentaries, The Drop Box.

International Day of Persons with Disabilities: The 1000 miles of Luca

The International Day of Persons with Disabilities was

December 3, 2013 and the theme was “Break Barriers, Open

Doors: for an inclusive society and development for all.” Pablo

Poncini is the CEO of TBWA Buenos Aires. He's married to

Gabriela, and they have two daughters, Renata and Sofia, and a

boy, Luca. Luca is 13 years old and he was born with Down
syndrome.

A well known advertising figure in Argentina, Pablo was asked to work on a campaign about the
inclusion of people with disabilities. After trying to write simple ads, he decided to go further
and tell a more complete and personal story of his relationship with Luca. The two of them
embarked on a road trip, in a classic car, on the road made famous by the Argentinian Mille
Miglia car rally. Watch The 1000 Miles of Luca.

Camden Priest — Fr. Michael Doyle

Religion & Ethics NewsWeekly features a story on Father
Michael Doyle, who feels crime and poverty in Camden, New
Jersey are worse today than when he first arrived there 39 years


http://m1e.net/c?160629518-oquu15oKOKCks%4067256438-0di6cdu.lbcOU
companyhttp://arbellastudios.com/mission/
http://arbellastudios.com/the-drop-box/
https://vimeo.com/84061549
http://m1e.net/c?160629518-vKpddQvSFRwBs@67256438-Uh1CbnI0f3k5s
http://arbellastudios.com/
https://vimeo.com/41412962
https://vimeo.com/84061549
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ago. But through his church’s ministry of feeding, housing, and educating the poor, Father Doyle
sees hope for what the FBI considers the most dangerous city in America. “We’re working
against the odds, but I think God is on our side,” he says. You can read/watch Er. Michael

Doyle.

No Problem: Turning the Next Corner in Your Spiritual Life

James Martin, S.J. describes the book as "Gentle, wise, and sensible advice from
an experienced spiritual guide to help you find God in all that you do, and in all
that you are--and will be." Robert Wicks presents twenty lessons, three
doorways, and thirty daily exercises. Donald Cozzens says “This is spiritual
writing at its best--firmly grounded in the wisdom figures of the past and present
and psychologically informed with the best of holistic thinking." You can
purchase Robert Wicks’ latest book No Problem: Turning the Next Corner in
Your Spiritual Life from the NCCL Amazon Bookstore.

The Romance of Religion: Fighting for Goodness, Truth, and Beauty

A favorite accusation of non-believers is that Christianity is a mish mash of
ancient myths warmed up and served again. The fairy tales of incarnate gods,
virgin births and dying and rising gods are simply re-framed in Christianity. Is
Christianity merely paganism warmed up? Is Christianity a fairy tale or a myth?
These are the questions Father Dwight Longenecker addresses in his latest book.

C. S. Lewis discussed the topic with his friend J.R.R.Tolkien. Both men were

brilliant scholars--Lewis a professor of English literature and Tolkien a

philologist. Both were lovers of ancient folklore, myth and legend. They
understood that myth, legend and fantasy stories operate in a profound way within the
human imagination. As the hero goes on a quest to slay the dragon, rescue the fair maiden
and find the treasure we go on that journey with him. A transaction takes place in which
our heart and mind are shared with the hero’s and a spiritual and psychological
transformation occurs.

The Catholic Tolkien asked Lewis (who was then still an atheist) why he was so attracted
to the myths and legends of the ancient world, but when he met the same sort of story in
the gospels he rejected them. Tolkien explained that the stories of the Bible work on us
just like other myths except they really happened. Eventually Lewis came to accept the
existence of God, then finally the Christian faith. His understanding of how the Christian
story works “as a myth that really happened” changed his life and opened the door for
him to become one of the world’s greatest Christian writers.

Too often the Catholic faith has been reduced to a set of rules, regulations or dogmas.
The rules, regulations and dogmas are important, but they are the map for the adventure.


http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/2014/01/17/january-17-2014-camden-priest/21578/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/2014/01/17/january-17-2014-camden-priest/21578/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1933495642/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1933495642&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1933495642/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1933495642&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1933495642/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1933495642&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0849921953/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0849921953&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0849921953/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0849921953&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1933495642/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1933495642&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
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They are not the adventure itself. A new understanding of the importance of myth and
fairy tales will help believers see the quest to follow Christ in a new and exciting way.
Far from being dusty old tales of ancient times, as the popularity of C.S.Lewis and
J.R.R.Tolkien proves, myth and fantasy stories remind us that in hearing the call to
follow Christ we embark on the greatest adventure of all.

You can purchase The Romance of Religion: Fighting for Goodness, Truth, and Beauty from
the NCCL Amazon Bookstore.

Music as Theology: What Music Says about the Word

“Born of my missionary call to evangelization, the book seeks to ask the
question of why music seems to be such a helpful bridge for many people to
faith, and to seek a theological response and indeed paradigm to help us
‘comprehend’ that fact,” said author Louise Heaney. Passing on our faith to
others in a time of such rapid change means that communicating centuries of
our heritage and traditions to others is more difficult in today’s society. “The
difficulty in contemporary western culture is not just that people don’t
understand God, the Word of God; they don’t seem to understand themselves
or the world either,” Heaney observed

Encountering Christ transforms ourselves and our way of interacting with the world around us.
“This book suggests that music can be an important means of entering into and nurturing this
transformed embodied Christian life,” Heaney affirmed. Music is one way in which we can seek
to reach out to God and to come in contact with him, just as Thomas wanted to touch the body of
the risen Christ, she concluded. You can purchase Music as Theology: What Music Says about
the Word (Princeton Theological Monograph) from the NCCL Amazon Bookstore.

The App Generation
In a new book, Howard Gardner (known for his work on multiple intelligences)
and his co-author Kate Davis “look at how different generations view the
mobile app technology. They looked closely at the changes between the
generations. It's a complex mosaic, and in that mosaic we find both good and
bad effects.” It may be helpful to know that the author’ research “suggests that
most of today’s young people seek traditional qualities in their online
relationships: empathy, trust, reciprocity, and self-disclosure.” If you are
looking to start a conversation, this is a good departure point. You can order

The App Generation: How Today’s Youth Navigate Identity, Intimacy, and Imagination in a

Digital World from the NCCL Amazon Bookstore.



http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0849921953/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0849921953&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
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http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1610974506/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1610974506&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
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http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1610974506/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1610974506&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
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Prayers for Life

The book is a journey from conception onward and Mary Ann Kuharski focuses
us on life as it is grounded in prayer. It has much to offer all of us.

You can purchase Prayers for Life: Forty Daily Devotions from the NCCL
Amazon Bookstore.

Saint Francis, Pope Francis: A Common Vision

The author Gina Loehr theorizes that the Holy Father’s “decision to align himself with St.
Francis therefore implies a desire to keep himself and his authority rooted in Christ. In this book,
Loehr examines five loves that characterized St. Francis’s relationship with Christ:

Love of the Church
Love of the Cross
Love of peace
Love of the poor
Love of humility

You can order Saint Francis, Pope Francis: A Common Vision from the
NCCL Amazon Bookstore.

Latino Catholicism

Several years ago the author, Timothy Matovina, executive director for Latino
Studies at the University of Notre Dame released Latino Catholicism:
Transformation in America's Largest Church. In this abridged version, he
“offers the most in-depth examination to date of the significant ways the U.S.
Catholic Church, its evolving Latino majority, and the American culture are
mutually transforming one another.” You can order Latino Catholicism
(Abridged version): Transformation in America's Largest Church (Hispanic
Ministries) or Catolicismo Latino: La transformacion de la Iglesia en
Estados Unidos (Versién abreviada) (Spanish Edition) from the NCCL Amazon Bookstore.

Desmond and the Very Mean Word

This is a wonderful book to discuss forgiveness. The story is about Desmond
Tutu's real-life experience as a boy grappling with racial hatred against him and
his own anger against bigots. This is one of my favorite lines form the book and
one that would welcome discussion.

Father Trevor sighed. "That is the problem, Desmond. You will get them
back, and they will get you back, and soon our whole world will be filled
with nothing but 'getting back.™

You can order Desmond and the Very Mean Word from the NCCL Amazon Bookstore.



http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1594714193/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1594714193&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
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http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0764824503/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=0764824503&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
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Religious Education Newsletter ¢ January 27, 2014

The Gospel Sketched for Kids

Lee Nagel from NCCL was very moved by The King Jesus Story. Lee did a little
research about the author, Ben Irwin and his blog, 30/July/2012 blog. Here is part of
what Ben wrote along with the The King Jesus Story he is turning into a children’s
book.

As Scot McKnight writes in his book The King Jesus Gospel: The
Original Good News Revisited

The gospel is the Story of Jesus as the completion of the Story of Israel as
found in the Scriptures, and that gospel story formed and framed the
culture of the earliest Christians.

| believe it should form and frame ours, too.

The gospel sketched in Scot’s book is the one | want to share
with my daughter, Elizabeth, someday. What | wrote below
was an attempt to translate it into simplified (hopefully not
simplistic), kid-friendly version. Someday, when my
daughter is ready, we’ll sit down and read this together. (In
the meantime, any suggestions or feedback would be
welcome, especially if you’ve interacted with Scot’s book.)

The King Jesus Story
It all began with God.

God made everything you can see.
(And even some things you can’t see!)

God made the world to be his home.
Then God made the very first people
so he could share his home with them.

God gave them a beautiful garden to live in.
He gave them a job to do:

take care of God’s good world;

rule it well on his behalf.

But they didn’t.

They didn’t like doing things God’s way
and not theirs.

So they took what wasn’t theirs,

and tried to rule the world their own way.
They tried to be God.


http://benirwin.wordpress.com/2012/07/30/the-gospel-sketched-for-kids/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/031049298X/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=031049298X&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/031049298X/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=031049298X&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/031049298X/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=031049298X&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
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So the very first people
had to leave the garden.
They had to leave God’s presence.

Without God,

they began to die.

But God never gave up on his people.
He still loved them.

He promised to fix the world

so he could share it with them again.

But it wouldn’t be easy.
Everyone who’s ever lived,
from the very first people
all the way to you and me,
have gone the same way.

We’ve all taken what isn’t ours.
We’ve all tried to do things our way.
We’ve all tried to be little gods.

Things kept getting worse.
But God had a plan.

God chose a man named Abraham.

He gave Abraham children,

and grandchildren,

and great-grandchildren.

God turned Abraham into a great nation
and called it “Israel.”

God made Israel his chosen people.
They would help him fix the world.

God went with Israel

everywhere they went.

When they were slaves in another country,
God remembered them.

When they were treated badly,

God rescued them.

God gave Israel a home.

He gave them a job to do:
show the world what it’s like
to be God’s people.

God gave Israel priests
to teach them how to love God.
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He gave them laws
to teach them how to love each other.

God told his people,

“If you follow me,

you’ll have a good life.

You’ll get to help me fix the world.”

But Israel didn’t listen.

God’s people didn’t want God

telling them how to live.

They wanted to do things their way,

just like the very first people — just like all of us.

God’s people didn’t want God

to be their king.

They wanted a king of their own,
a person just like them.

So God gave Israel a king.

Then another king.

And another.

Some were good. Some were bad.

Mostly, the kings did whatever they wanted.
They took what wasn’t theirs.

They ruled Israel for themselves, not God.
They tried to be little gods.

So God sent prophets

to tell the kings and their people
that there is only one true King;
there is only one true God.

But the kings and their people wouldn’t listen.
So they had to leave their home.

Other nations came and conquered Israel

and carried God’s people off by force.

Israel lost everything.
Then there was silence.

Years went by.
No one heard from God anymore.

Until . ..
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something new happened.

God sent someone:

a person just like us, yet different.
Someone who could rule the world
the way God wanted.

God sent Jesus,
his chosen one,
to rescue Israel
and fix the world.

Jesus did good wherever he went.

He healed the sick.

He fed the hungry.

He rescued people from all sorts of problems.

Jesus did everything God wanted,
but it wasn’t what God’s people wanted.

They didn’t want Jesus to be their king.
They didn’t want the kind of kingdom he would bring.

So one day, some powerful people decided
they’d better put a stop to Jesus
before he took their power away.

So they arrested Jesus.
They stripped him naked.
They nailed him to a cross
and watched him die.

Jesus didn’t fight back.
He didn’t raise a sword;
he didn’t even raise a finger.

And so the powerful people
thought they had won.

They thought they had beaten
God’s chosen one.

But there was something they didn’t understand.
They didn’t know that Jesus died

not because he had to,

but because he chose to.

They didn’t know that they,

like all of us, deserved to die

for all the times we’ve gone our way
and ruined God’s good world.
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They didn’t know a servant’s death
was the only way to live.

They didn’t know a servant’s cross
was the only crown worth having.

The one true King had come
and given his life for the world.
But they didn’t even know.

No one did.

But then God —

the one who made the world,
rescued Israel,

and sent Jesus —

raised him from the dead.

Lots of people saw him alive
before he went back to God.

But Jesus didn’t just rise from the dead.
He defeated death,
so it wouldn’t have power over us any longer.

God gave us the King we needed,
a King who loves, forgives,
and changes everyone who comes to him.

This King gave us a job to do:

love each other with all we’ve got.
Because that’s how we show others
what it’s like to be loved by God.

That’s how we show others
what kind of King we serve.

For now, the world is still broken,

still waiting to be fixed.

But someday, our King is coming back

to rescue us and share his home with us again.

Never again

will anyone take what isn’t theirs.
Never again

will anyone ruin God’s good world.

God will live with us,
and we will rule the world for him.
Forever.
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