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Dear Catechetical Colleagues, 
 
As we journey deeper into our Lenten season, I hope you are finding time for 
reflection and renewal.  I also would like to remind you about our upcoming 
catechetical presentation with Deacon Larry Sutton on Friday, April 4th and the 
Mass for Families with Special Needs on Saturday, April 5th.   
 
CYO camps are now taking registrations for their summer programs.  There are 
several new features for the camps, so I hope you can encourage your students to 
sign-up!  (www.seattlearchdiocese.org/OYYAE/Camping/about.aspx)  
 
As you know, the Canonizations of Pope John XXIII and Pope John Paul II will be 
happening in the near future.  If you would like to follow the process, the Vatican 
just released a digital platform and other social media links.   
 
Bishop Elizondo’s work on the USCCB Committee on Migration is a featured 
item in this week’s newsletter.  USCCB also just released a PowerPoint presentation 
on Sacraments and Social Mission using quotes from Pope Francis.   So, please 
take the time to review the attached articles and webinar opportunities! 
 
In Christ, 
 
Anne 
 
Anne Frederick, Ed.D. 
Director of Religious Education / Parish and School Faith Formation 

http://www.seattlearchdiocese.org/OYYAE/Camping/about.aspx
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Presenter: Deacon Lawrence R. Sutton, Ph.D. 
Date:   Friday, April 4, 2014 

Time:   9:30 am – 3:00 pm 

Location:   Isaac Orr Conference Center (910 Marion Bldg) 

Cost:   Provided by Loyola Press; lunch included 

In his book, Deacon Larry, a nationally recognized expert in 
the field of autism, provides the insights needed to build an 
effective faith formation program for all children. By sharing 
stories of success and inspiration that affect everyone—
pastor, parent, student, teenager, and catechist—he delivers 
the unexpected: that catechizing children with special needs 
actually nurtures the faith of the entire parish. By the end of 
this workshop, participants will have an effective guide to 
offer religious education programs across cognitive, physical 
and developmental levels. 

 
RSVP to ocff@seattlearch.org or 206-382-4096 

Unable to attend in person?  Join via LIVE WEBINAR.  Call for details. 

Welcome, Include,  
Catechize 

HOW TO 

AND 

Children with Autism and other Special Needs 
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PREPARING FOR THE CANONIZATION OF 
JOHN XXIII AND JOHN PAUL II 

 

 
Vatican City, 31 March 2014 (VIS) - This morning a press conference was held in the Holy See 
Press Office to present the initiatives forming part of the preparations for the canonizations of 
Blesseds John XXIII and John Paul II, to be celebrated on 27 April. The speakers were Cardinal 
Agostino Vallini, vicar of His Holiness for the diocese of Rome, along with Msgr. Giulio Dellavite, 
secretary general for the Curia of Bergamo, Msgr. Walter Insero, head of the Office for Social 
Communications for the Vicariate of Rome, and Fr. Federico Lombardi S.J., director of the Holy 
See Press Office. 
 
The initiatives will include a digital platform, the aim of which is to enable the faithful and 
pilgrims to have access to news and information regarding the ceremonies as well as a series of 
spiritual reflections on the life and teachings of both popes. Indeed, the official site 
www.2papisanti.org is an almost-completed portal which offers contacts, sections for press 
offices, information, videos and images as well as biographical documentation on John XXIII and 
John Paul II. It will be available in five languages: Italian, English, French, Spanish and Polish. 
  
The application entitled "Santo Subito"�, which may be downloaded free in both Android and 
IOS formats (in Italian, English, Spanish and Polish) and whose title draws on the famed 
saintliness of both Popes even during their lifetimes, will offer logistical information, as well as 
access to the main news on the canonisations, and will allow material relating to the various 
liturgical events to be downloaded. 
  
Existing media include: 
Official page of the Postulation with content in five languages: 
https://www.facebook.com/PapaGiovanniPaoloII 
  

http://broadcast.archmil.org/wf/click?upn=TRiYEI-2F-2B2-2FJl8Cse1Nv4oyyjb4khjbMZpVh-2BD9KQAAExdNxPnxasA8D8xDteZXn7_ARYB-2FVE7WNyjZMPwqJUOQcZ6CLuQVuJhagd2KbSi2OUIThtIBfvzat0RPInkI-2BH-2FFXKY3lLtgPDcMEDPx6ercfiOFM4uNUO0KK-2BDq39gbjyW9vf-2BYXsUCZ668WSVaPtDcaQf5-2BNEj-2B7-2BTsOR8vE9tm7ERnkcd93ld67WdvP4cUHxG7R-2FgDsKVrYX9DQLKR-2B9hT5Zuf5ybaSsKgK8tlaI1RYMGJKfq-2FPeuZrLsoahi2e9d0sO3ak2j5OacFBQD-2BTC8e50O6AcZMPl9xFa6qWgE6eNNxhYRA2F8K9MYWpQ24Vj44SuouEJ-2B-2F1NtwaRtc-2BP4JyTgnp-2BcMOjciraOOefu9YvzdUXY140sLt56Y9mS5-2BfU3RItR2xRmZg6isiScgCKr2RwxRAs-2BIXjTS8AKozJw-3D-3D
http://broadcast.archmil.org/wf/click?upn=9g-2BszHqwnGB4c-2BoEZqwz4FfxL9cBkRh5WCDGvtBhSBaupzX2FYTo52W54yLJwSF0xz6-2B-2BORpPIIzPXKGXuVYzw-3D-3D_ARYB-2FVE7WNyjZMPwqJUOQcZ6CLuQVuJhagd2KbSi2OUIThtIBfvzat0RPInkI-2BH-2FFXKY3lLtgPDcMEDPx6ercVyBF3-2Fl-2BBF7Rldo5O4jdKh0ag2hzRZh5H3CK4kDsFtH3ixyh-2FqvZOdML9fFIsXtRXbdwCjWlA97JZA0BHDVN0xRNQxMk3bdoPjKhN5ue5DMbtrTeLDAY9InZn1maxF1Ab5C1C28-2FIMB-2FKKOJ-2BVgo2lx7Fjx5n8bsTYaH2vtK8kPIiQZpxNGFa4FX8OLOzoG59s4QgkL5dT2P4othU5-2FSLCBwU25nd4nRe12ewaIDCJd9MgFw-2BanWPBUV0-2FnAmDUxEG0eS7Ra7QmfVPpCHn-2FOXFgtH3PzJnetmWqxR7O-2BXUwbg82nFNhlUhqw5zYCg-2FKHg-3D-3D
http://broadcast.archmil.org/wf/click?upn=-2BqBC1gLvyx2Qthd5Nkytogn0Ym0vhY5eEWkoUjANF3E3CgUOUSfUme0ncSUzVRJ0nq0i-2FK0O6o4hrSj2FzJet-2FUkDQ-2BlnAiC-2BDMucbwV-2F5-2FLFfs9jrcXUvQKJEHszUZPTq5vUh4dyTUKBifQ-2F295YA-3D-3D_ARYB-2FVE7WNyjZMPwqJUOQcZ6CLuQVuJhagd2KbSi2OUIThtIBfvzat0RPInkI-2BH-2FFXKY3lLtgPDcMEDPx6ercVq55GE4HBpQeUkhwTFMDgcvg9lbG0qFe65L835Km8IoUnv6Q3G1la5MD-2F0kgy74shle55oPr8Tp6le-2FdO6yNVHCYzVUhyA25WRxizo131meffekmtyx9kQuYjvDifcvCyy5YPMxvW1pHHW3-2BWirQEbt6VVN3K-2FiOuIaO-2Bq-2B5b6AObkmIbXUT2GZi7N9utyo4c0c9ONn1jYXGaLT5eIhki33mB3jRh2r1hJuU1aSkRup00G1oD-2BpKJwRYWxpMzmRn63-2BTXyZryKjjcWwDRgpAwETfEtmAmI8nd3jAw3In-2Fjb6WcZD2069oTwu1ArTTaxtg-3D-3D
http://broadcast.archmil.org/wf/click?upn=puExcgSJJnVqVAokt19tNqyxlHGYoEzs8prwoRAeQJgZvRAWmnlBrypkiVxAXpI0FBUaJoBFLCpro-2F04GwvbRE3YFpUloTchH8phI9gsJGONvn5dz1pKezty-2FGjJS-2FSPolESxfc-2BSihKdFMBWt4ofw-3D-3D_ARYB-2FVE7WNyjZMPwqJUOQcZ6CLuQVuJhagd2KbSi2OUIThtIBfvzat0RPInkI-2BH-2FFXKY3lLtgPDcMEDPx6ercYd9o6QLF8juLf9fsmyX-2BL6EwNHdfaVLsC4Gwoy-2FE2-2FxPLVVUIwBKzFNygWg-2BHOT3exW7ci7mieoKbz26bnd2KQums1R0XeVS9TwTKYDA38e0Ej1-2BI9Ts3NpY3FODG-2FCsjvedRPW4dhH3wiHT2JOcP9rylUZ19EqvwGEBFUxRfmlGE2YQbRFbSSlan7ccI-2Fo50YKKIthTFL7vFJpBZhMe8hfByEZinY0hZe1TQ-2Bo9rd3POYVfqN05lLt6PobakC4-2FdFdzbs8pkhIKjEq5Dr1NvKFoZ49xiOA7biRlZQuYeQ2ACWW4DvWIh7Z6YWiboMbwA-3D-3D
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Official Twitter page with content in five languages: 
https://twitter.com/santowojtyla 
  
YouTube channel for the Postulation: 
https://www.youtube.com/user/adminkarol 
Portal: www.karol-wojtyla.org 
  
This letter, developed in 2011 for the beatification of Karol Wojtyla, gives a detailed illustration 
of the stages in the canonical process leading to the recognition of the saintliness of John Paul II 
and is available in several languages: Italian, English, French, Spanish, Portuguese, Polish and 
Romanian. 
  
The parallel project #2popesaints, realized in collaboration with the students of communication 
sciences from the Roman university LUMSA involves a series of networks enabling young people 
to get to know the lives, teachings and testimony of faith of the two new saints. There will be a 
Facebook page entitled 2popesaints; on Twitter, the account @2popesaints; on Instagram, 
#2popesaints; and on YouTube, 2popesaints. Every day each one of the above will propose a 
theme relating to both popes in the media, starting from 16 April until the canonization, and 
each event will be transmitted live on each network. 
  
On Google+ there will be the possibility of following in a "hangout"� the daily briefings during 
the week leading up to the canonization. A QR code will also be created to allow rapid access to 
the site 2popesaints.org. The initiative "Rome connecting to the World"�, a form of "twinning"� 
between the faithful arriving in Rome and the young people of the city, will make it possible to 
get to know the most important locations in Rome along with the history of John XXIII and John 
Paul II, providing information on the Facebook page. 
  
In the diocese of Rome, on 22 April in the Basilica of St. John Lateran, Cardinal Agostino Vallini 
will preside at a meeting addressing young people, with the postulators for the causes of both 
saints: Msgr. Slavomir Oder (John Paul II) and Fr. Giovangiuseppe Califano (John XXIII). On 26 
April, starting at 9 p.m., there will be a "White night of prayer"� and the churches throughout 
the centre of Rome will remain open for prayer and confession in various languages. 
  
Similarly, the diocese of Bergamo will pay homage to XIII with the initiative "Le Opere Segno"�, 
a series of activities dedicated to charity, human development and solidarity which affect daily 
lives. They include an aid project for Haiti to guarantee three years' education in the John XXIII 
school; an invitation to priests to contribute a month's salary and all the alms collected by the 
parish communities on 27 April to a fund set up in aid of families afflicted by the economic crisis; 
and the commemoration, on 12 April, of the publication of the encyclical "Pacem in Terris"�, to 
be attended by ambassadors representing the countries where Angelo Roncalli carried out his 
diplomatic mission as an apostolic nuncio (Bulgaria, Turkey, Greek and France), and which will 
be presented by Jacques Delors, former president of the European Commission. 
 
 

http://broadcast.archmil.org/wf/click?upn=8ZPtB7a4qdL0i0PRtOfQECCpzYf5VUIoph9pqY7XXZRsGUAZ-2FNRIIXJXaVHV0Ype_ARYB-2FVE7WNyjZMPwqJUOQcZ6CLuQVuJhagd2KbSi2OUIThtIBfvzat0RPInkI-2BH-2FFXKY3lLtgPDcMEDPx6ercTF3md29UrBFzaCCeXSmhYXpOfurBhzvOOytqAPakUCHu8axpoeyFX-2BYJR62woKB7XWhoArdhw55Mq-2BjPqgbTRPjfjEGMzRrrVVZKoBegcHOyaQZwLiXbIxPDHafNfB-2Fr68cZFPbrUgQPk0ijWcicUDG3nyQ1u1rzjT6CMrU550x7bOn92YT-2FKZsztaFywbIQlQMDWmDAsnQeOM-2FpAhoySAFp9gt6drmDrB7YQEDn7jvm-2BvQtp-2BDey9zdk7i4Q0G8Uqi3WTz48lDyjs2a3VSNQz4fYb5L-2Bc9XqVBBm84o0SLUdMR7z5G-2FF8NRZbjgl0qiA-3D-3D
http://broadcast.archmil.org/wf/click?upn=9g-2BszHqwnGB4c-2BoEZqwz4Cqnk0t3wmyZxf17fYf5yLAK6H6g2hsug0tZjqyzRfpg_ARYB-2FVE7WNyjZMPwqJUOQcZ6CLuQVuJhagd2KbSi2OUIThtIBfvzat0RPInkI-2BH-2FFXKY3lLtgPDcMEDPx6ercaHIm9rs6YMzgswd8mWDCdTzZ0Ulp40Apii9WfXTPYDyyV5HFy4vdWpeoMAW33CHoh9pl9cwQrg-2BJqXarq2ER8u7HYN-2BECl7Ib9clGsF5od73QbK3ZXyGFDkv2DGtbmPpoRhh0HRcVwCFO7hJhoEFX6JWxTZgcwM4yyi8LKpnugo8Ufk7njaQ7fz8-2FBcvHkvvOSAdTli7OpWEbKArYSmTN8AEMXmYh0f4Cm7okeWYgatxhN0mmTtTyXnwPWmQD3lTZkDsQHHrXE-2B598zjlexc4ZLFInCEwE8Ei9kGF2SfUUeVr7qpvEDnUBcCDSzamRb-2FQ-3D-3D
http://broadcast.archmil.org/wf/click?upn=TRiYEI-2F-2B2-2FJl8Cse1Nv4o934HHlUEjveiBmPzdOVpXRzRDNC22LlZmKgGLOar9yA_ARYB-2FVE7WNyjZMPwqJUOQcZ6CLuQVuJhagd2KbSi2OUIThtIBfvzat0RPInkI-2BH-2FFXKY3lLtgPDcMEDPx6ercbo3tUuZqL9yKT5nbBBvOpoXU-2BI7B6xowCvkDzMqk610deSF3h2HdcTFMCTddUByV6M31BKihfqav-2FTW6yAoIuXakEjV3VPflqKEVX9c7OImzXQkXPTr8y9kgoJdxD6VK5JF9OsE-2Fmnm6MPqFVx8vxFPt3aVLOzHHRUClHYeyjfTmbb0ImHEQeHPgCu1TxthIKbroEE2KI8xTvx2uH61YAO6pFIxyvIc6kDFP4CA1ZcylgeiO4e9TWAXhYJagcs-2BJa-2FVYtIjxU-2FhRcKRTcqmNMEo-2FcBUYhRieXoLdAFOwQFLYV33zu-2BzERLn0pUUfhy2uQ-3D-3D
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Foundations of Our Catholic Faith 
Catechist Certification Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Faith Formation  

 Advent  
 Lent 
 Retreats 

 
Catechist Certification 

 Faith Formation for Parish Staff  
 For Competent, Confident, and Capable Catechists  

o Certify at least one per grade level 
o Identify & Prepare Next Year’s Catechist  

 RCIA team 
o Identify & Prepare Next Year’s Team  

 
Schedule and Registration at www.seattlearchdiocese.org/ccp  

             
 
 

Liturgy Office Workshops: 
http://www.seattlearchdiocese.org/Liturgy/workshops.aspx 

 

http://www.seattlearchdiocese.org/ccp
http://www.seattlearchdiocese.org/Liturgy/workshops.aspx
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 Department of Justice, Peace & Human Development 

Now Available! Sacraments and 
Social Mission PowerPoint 

Featuring Pope Francis Quotes 
  

 

  
 

 
Quick Links 

JPHD Homepage 
 

CCHD Homepage 

 
USCCB Homepage 

    

 

Follow us on Twitter 
  

CCHD Director  

@RalphMcCloud23 

  

Education & Outreach 
Director  

March 13, 2014 

  
Dear colleagues, 
  
A new PowerPoint presentation/template is now available to help 
Catholics respond to Pope Francis' call to be a "Church which 'goes 
forth'" -- a "community of missionary disciples" in the 
world. Download the PowerPoint now. 
  
Modeled on the popular resource booklet and handouts on 
Sacraments and Social Mission: Living the Gospel, Being Disciples, 
this PowerPoint connects celebration of the sacraments with our 
social mission as followers of Jesus and members of the Body of 
Christ.   
  
Resources available include: 

• Sacraments and Social Mission: Living the Gospel, 
Being Disciples: English and Spanish 

• Electronic, printable handouts on Baptism, Eucharist, 
Confirmation, Marriage, Holy Orders, Penance, and 
Anointing of the Sick: English and Spanish 

• PowerPoint presentation/template for use with above 
materials. The PowerPoint features a variety of Pope 
Francis quotes to supplement and enrich your presentation 
of the content. Currently available in English only, but may 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjy4i-gB58WB6nBF0ohrgo3Dbr8vDwxTFwoHxQMv35sXGaYhBxOyFX1JsKfb9x07xydD4nUKLOxWHztKUF0vLGzuul-1e8MccKa_f-jtJO-dtg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjyq3ZD1XE_7LRpl2LVs2abXzGH9xAG9m7FYyTGjdd8V4Bi2wDfLokPlaLtTSG3cn1let2hn4H5h-2pvh1tZ4lX8H_BtxSuGxxaJZ8X28EUjQQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjxFTFnjyDmHbqO8i0cjhxRWLFE9KzJxNKdXNh5cCvNYbp-motzVcY6slbI2NnwNHlyhia2I1mUQEwCDuYDxPDO-sNoGNWBLFe_yfo6RjvlKtQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjy7Qtywxs4hG1Z9Z0nlAX1UsWHA0YdH11-_Y8490YeUdsA5tPt08ACq8ph1nlD4O9tqoyTKT0j0I4YtezLf0YpAuto8MMgFUQR3rnL0DZARKCBJW-43ljix
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjwcg5b-MZjDqSihixszRGSVD2pN6CcnfnLKduiipDT1yvjGWp4Y-AZruNghXdzrdn97fQcTfOx9_JOP_3gnTyDcMwpnzrywm4dXeMxf01ptvXZcHuzv83ZGRQJEFyqH1-AI0cPtkl67okbjIbSwxSYzmKC-8Ve_0CXb_z_rqw0n-UAZd9GcEtXM3nqHi6CVy89g0Bw7_uS_3anoe1_GCq5a0bfyZJyYJuE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjzjde6fNutufBPYyiR_bi7LqBdeCpi32abweii5gpWYeGYvWfLV7cAB7cFYw_KlNGxKn-Lcu_MAnQoyZcN767bdWuW2bfq2R5fL_xEMo5L8Rgl9oVCvbYYCwIvfo6ZK2AHTlE1Uhl05X_tTSG_MAyZs07WFOXl_T9s=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjxNxPknoeP0gAd167IRhVwBg6QsNZ-_MV7MREpmYKPZ_6Ro7inhFYLOzg5AISFLvMh9oZ3zkFsdwrunuTYdgOhiWZK1UzBc7YZIiwImAhlCyJvmFT_N5xGEY7alRRstFsjSzKQrsewhYqgfFxjHC_NTpj4MH2W8vKw=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjw9DOSOVYqWRTElveNjpDT7vC9ZxYOTzvLrZy2sXOSFG_h9R2S-0GvBkaYN8_N9VrDHYqvBtnlKk0jZbzxPaX3MdwdfyVeYDUAeUmWWqmFr_3CFxM3Gf7gpjstVQ32dnExrEYY7Bgm4GFjF2bmk9VTJVPv86Xyr232Ig_cE48_368Wm7aQBFn_fa_hWQV07QGM=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjwFwrdjhNM5j3gSrf6CaoPykJ3bq_EzBkVf4mq7EUgUsUrOHKFfjDRixRy6UKA7mV9zbFZj2iyE4bBPq4JIz83A2lJWWjiFqkcA-9h76eVRN3M8mkFONNAWRO9ipncQtDzPBqYkEFJ3rkiliwlS0SwPCHjUs2gzT6rouCapaSDstd1iJvdtS346_PZMlYFAceAsbQicB8OpYQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjwcg5b-MZjDqSihixszRGSVD2pN6CcnfnLKduiipDT1yvjGWp4Y-AZruNghXdzrdn97fQcTfOx9_JOP_3gnTyDcMwpnzrywm4dXeMxf01ptvXZcHuzv83ZGRQJEFyqH1-AI0cPtkl67okbjIbSwxSYzmKC-8Ve_0CXb_z_rqw0n-UAZd9GcEtXM3nqHi6CVy89g0Bw7_uS_3anoe1_GCq5a0bfyZJyYJuE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjxw7q_5ZQHhBD3lPgyERGH1ZwGm_Vui2tCJk2kk6Zg5olQvumugpkd-i6H4W-SFhtbu2jzDYutFgBeVzmxMR8168Xpw_Y71rinoM6EFHU6b9ZWs91MIcave
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjzwPARsRT-djRDHAupib8lmlN4Z4XooyVg7AHxfejJR8rcAcYKVbk6yDSAzeBWlpSzlz1nzBmK-QeBTaMQAhC0Ts8KXEp012oQ6fBSy4ccx9xlUg8dhZl18CQA9KkV_kTc=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjzjorusLG8cFHVAoVOBs61TQRT2WG0F7He9L2m8L_tpPHkGrRBzc7XTQMn2qagUevVh8qaOQKZLSgudbJerHkeftusOO3TUhORLWbrFEA7WcxntO0J0b27oBF-Fsatg88G4p05OOoNAJA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjwQkeVz66jqjSpprZS03J2U19j_xXCsLCoVLbK-ZMYEJqGBWKlyC7l83IRw7uKNl7pyf3Z8NeRymEzq0TSwUYYLClGOtXjo_zd-_v3IhTWTezyGoDysTPNO
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/email.jsp?m=1105697555127
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@SusanSullivan23 

  
International Director 

@SteveColecchi  

  

Environmental Justice  

@CeciliaVCalvo  

  

JPHD Communications 
@DylanCorbett23 

  

CCHD 
@EndPovertyUSA  

   

be translated in response to interest/need. 

These materials are perfect for use during the RCIA process, in 
sacramental preparation, or as part of other efforts to form Catholics 
as members of a "Church which 'goes forth'." Access the new 
PowerPoint here! 
  
Sincerely, 
 

Susan Stevenot Sullivan 
Director, Education and Outreach 
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
3211 4th St. NE  
Washington, DC 20017 
  
  

 

  

 

Department of Justice, Peace & Human Development | US Conference of Catholic Bishops 
3211 4th St. NE, Washington, DC 20017-1194 

(202) 541-3191 | JPHDmail@usccb.org | www.usccb.org/jphd   
  

      
  
  

Just a reminder that you're receiving this email because you have expressed an interest in the USCCB Department of 
Justice, Peace & Human Development. 

Don't forget to add jphd-usccb@usccb.org to your address book so we'll be sure to land in your inbox! 
  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjxPHcGQJnLkZqyblWMvxwYSIWRMfJogoBiwgLzEedj-hcJZc1bLwEdqU51txXcbPE4wHFgijsVWM7lvftohoF0ztX5Sypq4WemsjPcn8f-lfn4HDTE8oWcLFGfWjmNFJVM=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjz5NA91_l2H7FEfhTQZUyuKsJVwNvWxgF3-upTASkfrhjCIoAiAYW6A0KVGulP8lq7R_acROmToiQ-DV_nktFoLyh-e6hRGh977b3fwDdxiJw2CTsxzp0oj
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjxJYvPgxGlUkDm-YV2esPUerlIDH4YT7kyubMPqD75ZWbH9nDoChLYdFVhxJTzZJFz-t74jbx2wCU1_jaNqzdbc-BE941TPrFMMDTBUWmNMYBOmAfvmT91I
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjxQwdBA3mrArEC1w4x5rUMiv_xvw2foWH5e2kjYoMEtm0JEuKA6dOQtCAF2W_cI76mD6UDzLy3LCgqaVYxj4Pn8Fay5If9n-Uq6LBPEisxfueUoHqOaE7IV
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjzwPARsRT-djRDHAupib8lmlN4Z4XooyVg7AHxfejJR8rcAcYKVbk6yDSAzeBWlpSzlz1nzBmK-QeBTaMQAhC0Ts8KXEp012oQ6fBSy4ccx9xlUg8dhZl18CQA9KkV_kTc=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjwcg5b-MZjDqSihixszRGSVD2pN6CcnfnLKduiipDT1yvjGWp4Y-AZruNghXdzrdn97fQcTfOx9_JOP_3gnTyDcMwpnzrywm4dXeMxf01ptvXZcHuzv83ZGRQJEFyqH1-AI0cPtkl67okbjIbSwxSYzmKC-8Ve_0CXb_z_rqw0n-UAZd9GcEtXM3nqHi6CVy89g0Bw7_uS_3anoe1_GCq5a0bfyZJyYJuE=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjwcg5b-MZjDqSihixszRGSVD2pN6CcnfnLKduiipDT1yvjGWp4Y-AZruNghXdzrdn97fQcTfOx9_JOP_3gnTyDcMwpnzrywm4dXeMxf01ptvXZcHuzv83ZGRQJEFyqH1-AI0cPtkl67okbjIbSwxSYzmKC-8Ve_0CXb_z_rqw0n-UAZd9GcEtXM3nqHi6CVy89g0Bw7_uS_3anoe1_GCq5a0bfyZJyYJuE=
mailto:JPHDmail@usccb.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjy4i-gB58WB6nBF0ohrgo3Dbr8vDwxTFwoHxQMv35sXGaYhBxOyFX1JsKfb9x07xydD4nUKLOxWHztKUF0vLGzuul-1e8MccKa_f-jtJO-dtg==
mailto:jphd-usccb@usccb.org
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjyInG0TVtqT46gSq0nDqtNgWes8B-W1sArD0wpvwLciHr6s7xO_J88nWaywXCT6ZJsh1zwrixA-t7aFZfbmHk8JqlXa6u6lnKAtaT0G3r6m-pb2yWsuQrlq
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjw51TD_T-tIWtY3UVSp21NwWH96L_DbOqhf84Ky6B-qvBpqJ9R_Ow0BsxfnVJmhd3FvEFO3LOIuXCJ39K52iU-8HUsaYmcTHeiVMpctxyatmG3jnPzQ9Faf
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjzjorusLG8cFHVAoVOBs61TQRT2WG0F7He9L2m8L_tpPHkGrRBzc7XTQMn2qagUevVh8qaOQKZLSgudbJerHkeftusOO3TUhORLWbrFEA7WcxntO0J0b27oBF-Fsatg88G4p05OOoNAJA==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001gsonJz3gNjwQkeVz66jqjSpprZS03J2U19j_xXCsLCoVLbK-ZMYEJqGBWKlyC7l83IRw7uKNl7pyf3Z8NeRymEzq0TSwUYYLClGOtXjo_zd-_v3IhTWTezyGoDysTPNO
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Become a Shepherd: Stop Human Trafficking and Exploitation 

As Catholics we are called to find ways that each of us 
can work with our dioceses and communities to address 
the evil of modern day slavery. One way in which you 
can do this is to... 

Learn More 

Visit www.usccb.org/stopslavery to learn more about 
human trafficking. 

Pray  

Lead a gathering or pray on your own for victims of this crime, the law enforcement and 
justice professionals working to stop it, and the social service 
organizations helping survivors. Reflect on their experiences, pray 
for their emotional, physical, and spiritual healing, and make a 
personal commitment to combating this evil. 
 
 St. Josephine Bakhita was a slave who became a Catholic saint. 
The prayer card created in her name can be used by you to reflect 
on the millions of people still caught in a state of slavery today. 
To learn more about her and to access the prayer, please click 
here.  

Host a workshop and tell others 

Catholics can help by educating fellow Catholics and others about 
the human consequences of this crime. Parishes can serve as a 

meeting place to discuss this issue and as a center for action to help survivors and those 
at-risk. It is especially important to inform people in a position to encounter victims and 
those who may be at risk of being exploited. You can watch a film with a group or lead a 
discussion session.  

Email MRSShepherd@usccb.org to request the SHEPHERD toolkit guide to help you 
get started. 

Be an ethical consumer and employer 

Find out how your actions can contribute to or reduce the 
demand for human trafficking. Websites like www.ecpatusa.org. 
. . and www.slaveryfootprint.org. . . can be good places to start. 

Report trafficking if you suspect it 

http://www.usccb.org/about/anti-trafficking-program/index.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/about/migration-and-refugee-services/national-migration-week/upload/M7-266-Josephine-Bakhita-Prayer-Card.pdf
mailto:MRSShepherd@usccb.org
javascript:showDisclaimer('http://www.ecpatusa.org',653);
javascript:showDisclaimer('http://www.slaveryfootprint.org',653);
http://www.ecpatusa.org/home
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Visit www.usccb.org/stopslavery to learn more about 
how to identify a potential victim and what you can do 
to help. You can report tips on potential cases of human 
trafficking to the National Human Trafficking Hotline 1-
888-373-7888.  

Support the work of the USCCB 

For more than a decade, USCCB's Anti-Trafficking Program has been a leader in the 
fight against human trafficking. We've helped more than 3,000 survivors and their family 
members begin the road to recovery and rebuild their lives. We've trained organizations 
in the U.S. and abroad on how to help victims. We partner with immigrant communities 
who are at-risk to help spread the word about human trafficking and learn how to protect 
their communities. We work with policymakers to draft, improve and evaluate laws on 
human trafficking. We are committed to advocating for the victims of this crime and 
seeking an end to modern day slavery. 

Highlight Human Consequences of Broken Immigration System 

The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) Committee 
on Migration, joined by bishops on the border, will travel to 
Nogales, Arizona, March 30-April 1 to tour the U.S.-Mexico 
border and celebrate Mass on behalf of the close to 6,000 
migrants who have died in the U.S. desert since 1998. The 
purpose of the trip is to highlight the human suffering caused by a 
broken immigration system, an aspect of the national immigration 
debate which is often ignored. 
 
“What we fail to remember in this debate is the human aspect of 
immigration ¬– that immigration is primarily about human 
beings, not economic or social issues,” said Bishop Eusebio 

Elizondo, auxiliary bishop of Seattle and chairman of the USCCB Committee on 
Migration. “Those who have died – and those deported each day – have the same value 
and innate God-given dignity as all persons, yet we ignore their suffering and their 
deaths.” 
 
Catholics can join in prayer with the bishops who will visit the 
desert in Nogales in several ways: 
•  By following the Mass led by Cardinal Seán O’Malley of 
Boston and brother bishops in memory of the thousands of 
migrants who have lost their lives trying to cross the Arizona desert. The Mass will be 
live streamed. Supporters also might participate in a Mass or prayer service in their own 
communities. The Mass in Nogales will be celebrated at 9 a.m. (PT) /12 p.m. (ET).  
 
•  By advocating for immigration reform sending an electronic postcard to members of 
Congress. Or by using the toll free number: 1-855-589-5698 to “support a path to 
citizenship and oppose the SAFE Act.”  

http://www.usccb.org/about/anti-trafficking-program/index.cfm
http://www.capwiz.com/justiceforimmigrants/issues/alert/?alertid=62312721&type=CO
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•  By fasting in solidarity with migrants and immigrants. Fasting turns peoples’ attention 
away from their own needs and allows them to open their hearts to the suffering of 
others. 
 
• By spreading the word via social media, using the Twitter hashtag #BorderMass and 
following the latest developments on Facebook and Twitter.  
 
 •  More resources for prayers and Masses, a link to the electronic postcards and the Mass 
on the Border live stream can be found at: www.justiceforimmigrants.org. More 
information on the event can be found at: www.usccb.org/about/migration-policy/mass-
on-the-border.cfm 
 
The Mass on the Border will be streamed live on April 1, at 9 a.m. (PT) /12 p.m. (ET). It 
can be followed on YouTube at: www.youtube.com/watch?v=CqY9GcA6lCA. Bishop 
Elizondo stated: “We exhibit our own indifference when we minimize or ignore this 
suffering and death, as if these people are not worth our attention. It degrades us as a 
nation.”  
 

Franciscan Monastery of the Holy Land 

Every Good Friday, in every Catholic parish in the 
country, a special collection is taken up for the 
Franciscans of the Holy Land. Ever since the 14th 
century, the Franciscans have been assigned the task of 
caring for the holiest sites of Christianity in and around 
Israel—54 shrines and sanctuaries in total. The 
Franciscans have also created a 
monastery in Washington, DC 

where tourists can visit exact replicas of the most revered Holy 
Land sites. “We call it an oasis of  peace, and it really is,” says 
the monastery’s Father James Gardiner.  You can 
watch/listen/read the complete story at Franciscan Monastery 
of the Holy Land. 

Fourth Week of Lent 

As Easter rapidly approaches, Father Jason Welle, OFM, 
encourages us to follow Jesus. The Gospel story this week 
about the man born blind reminds us that the season of 
Lent is not about focusing on our shortcomings, but 
instead focusing on God’s glory. Let His light shine in 
you and through you. Listen to the reflection at Fourth 
Sunday of Lent.  

 

http://justiceforimmigrants.org/
http://www.usccb.org/about/migration-policy/mass-on-the-border.cfm
http://www.usccb.org/about/migration-policy/mass-on-the-border.cfm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CqY9GcA6lCA
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/2014/03/28/february-7-2014-the-franciscan-monastery-of-the-holy-land/21998/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/2014/03/28/february-7-2014-the-franciscan-monastery-of-the-holy-land/21998/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/2014/03/28/february-7-2014-the-franciscan-monastery-of-the-holy-land/21998/
http://www.myfranciscan.org/fourth-sunday-of-lent/
http://www.myfranciscan.org/fourth-sunday-of-lent/
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/religionandethics/2014/03/28/february-7-2014-the-franciscan-monastery-of-the-holy-land/21998/
http://www.myfranciscan.org/fourth-sunday-of-lent/
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Grace in Disagreement: Brené Brown's Ten Guidelines for Engaged 
Feedback 

In Daring Greatly: How the Courage to Be Vulnerable Transforms the 
Way We Live, Love, Parent, and Lead, social researcher Brené Brown 
tells a story about an experience she had in graduate school that surprised 
her. Called to a meeting with a professor, she expected to be intimidated 
and rebuked. Instead, her teacher was an ally. She pulled up a chair, sat 
down beside her, and offered Brené Brown adjustments. It's not 
disagreement, but graceful disagreement that makes the world go round. 
And it is rediscovering that grace that Brené Brown articulates so well in 

her guidelines for engaged feedback: 

I know I am ready to give feedback when:  

• I'm ready to sit next to you rather than across from you. 
• I'm willing to put the problem in front of us rather than between us (or sliding 

it toward you). 
• I'm ready to listen, ask questions, and accept that I may not fully understand 

the issue. 
• I want to acknowledge what you do well instead of picking apart your 

mistakes. 
• I recognize your strengths and how you can use them to address your 

challenges. 
• I can hold you accountable without shaming or blaming you. 
• I'm willing to own my part. 
• I can genuinely thank you for your efforts rather than criticize you for 

your failings. 
• I can talk about how resolving these challenges will lead to your growth 

and opportunity.  
• I can model the vulnerability and openness that I expect to see from you.  

It's when we grow older that we sometimes forget that offering and hearing 
feedback can be a place of mutuality and growth. Disharmony and discomfort can 
be grounds for transformation once grace and compassion are in the mix. What 
we need now more than ever is the capacity to both hear and speak honestly 
together. We need to seek not the hollow shells of half-ideas but the fullness of 
two thoughts, even when — especially if — they are in conflict. It is these 
antitheses, as Hegel wrote, that produce the most vibrant synthesis. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1592407331/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1592407331&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1592407331/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1592407331&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1592407331/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1592407331&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
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Families, Evangelization, and the Future of Catechesis – A FREE 
Webinar 

This interactive discussion webinar is co-sponsored by Paulist Evangelization Ministries 
and the National Conference for Catechetical Leadership (NCCL). You are encouraged to 
participate in this webinar which features three members of the NCCL Evangelization 
Committee. 

  
 
 

  
 

 
 

Families, Evangelization, and the Future of 
Catechesis 

uesday, April 8 at 1:00 pm EDT 
ree webinar - Register here 
 Discussion with:  

• John Roberto, LifelongFaith Associates 
• Thomas Quinlan, Diocese of Joliet 
• Fr. Frank DeSiano, CSP, Paulist 

Evangelization Ministries    
oin our special guests in a unique conversation. The panel 
ill focus on trends in the evangelization and catechesis. 
he conversation will address the impacts for parishes and 

he future. Don't miss this opportunity to join this 
nteractive discussion.  

  
  Don't miss this webinar. 

 
  

 Register  

Today!  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
  

  
 

  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-4rBq9_vJ7Z-9f4zMY6LmRU5W7fvVix5nf0pQ6yzhyBzgIYk5UsJMEewS01VLccyydBT3iHC9jw32-eFx-ty7pYJFflmhE6ae41VJL0GHjfq8CNRad-l-4lKWLmP4vxyeEQji7UyrzEurfVJwUWBnAv8h_rcxg9Wjiep_XpWXnCfzHkFrcKM6eDQ1SqB7UveLTop9mc9StVSDJON7Di74FZ5sccIw1miAwKPH32N64fDap2mE78dgGexMlZlpa8ZPLktUL9lNdwWETsi_Uf4aArpqFVhMlZnNEQRX98lIPpLnL9OyUciA9DTffxyxJBrbL6XO7rBKOE9sii9ezMBmA==&c=H39dIINS6i7SsCr5OJD0p2ZIJ4AKKxYY5yZ0kcVl1I-nWS5o7tJ7Ww==&ch=uzZ-C0xyr-dE_0GyFM3KLhbZ89rhPHUzze2x3K0_Y2q_Kg5jTVb0pg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-4rBq9_vJ7Z-9f4zMY6LmRU5W7fvVix5nf0pQ6yzhyBzgIYk5UsJMEewS01VLccyydBT3iHC9jw32-eFx-ty7pYJFflmhE6ae41VJL0GHjfq8CNRad-l-4lKWLmP4vxyeEQji7UyrzEurfVJwUWBnAv8h_rcxg9Wjiep_XpWXnCfzHkFrcKM6eDQ1SqB7UveLTop9mc9StVSDJON7Di74FZ5sccIw1miAwKPH32N64fDap2mE78dgGexMlZlpa8ZPLktUL9lNdwWETsi_Uf4aArpqFVhMlZnNEQRX98lIPpLnL9OyUciA9DTffxyxJBrbL6XO7rBKOE9sii9ezMBmA==&c=H39dIINS6i7SsCr5OJD0p2ZIJ4AKKxYY5yZ0kcVl1I-nWS5o7tJ7Ww==&ch=uzZ-C0xyr-dE_0GyFM3KLhbZ89rhPHUzze2x3K0_Y2q_Kg5jTVb0pg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-4rBq9_vJ7Z-9f4zMY6LmRU5W7fvVix5nf0pQ6yzhyBzgIYk5UsJMEewS01VLccyydBT3iHC9jw32-eFx-ty7pYJFflmhE6ae41VJL0GHjfq8CNRad-l-4lKWLmP4vxyeEQji7UyrzEurfVJwUWBnAv8h_rcxg9Wjiep_XpWXnCfzHkFrcKM6eDQ1SqB7UveLTop9mc9StVSDJON7Di74FZ5sccIw1miAwKPH32N64fDap2mE78dgGexMlZlpa8ZPLktUL9lNdwWETsi_Uf4aArpqFVhMlZnNEQRX98lIPpLnL9OyUciA9DTffxyxJBrbL6XO7rBKOE9sii9ezMBmA==&c=H39dIINS6i7SsCr5OJD0p2ZIJ4AKKxYY5yZ0kcVl1I-nWS5o7tJ7Ww==&ch=uzZ-C0xyr-dE_0GyFM3KLhbZ89rhPHUzze2x3K0_Y2q_Kg5jTVb0pg==
http://eventcenter.commpartners.com/se/Rd/Rg.aspx?248115&utm_source=Webinar+April+2014&utm_campaign=Webinar2014&utm_medium=email
http://eventcenter.commpartners.com/se/Rd/Rg.aspx?248115&utm_source=Webinar+April+2014&utm_campaign=Webinar2014&utm_medium=email
http://eventcenter.commpartners.com/se/Rd/Rg.aspx?248115&utm_source=Webinar+April+2014&utm_campaign=Webinar2014&utm_medium=email
http://eventcenter.commpartners.com/se/Rd/Rg.aspx?248115&utm_source=Webinar+April+2014&utm_campaign=Webinar2014&utm_medium=email
http://eventcenter.commpartners.com/se/Rd/Rg.aspx?248115&utm_source=Webinar+April+2014&utm_campaign=Webinar2014&utm_medium=email
http://www.pemdc.org/webinar/?utm_source=Webinar+April+2014&utm_campaign=Webinar2014&utm_medium=email
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-4rBq9_vJ7Z-9f4zMY6LmRU5W7fvVix5nf0pQ6yzhyBzgIYk5UsJMEewS01VLccy6rbPVnXlz_XFLFeIwkW28XTKuumsq39_enRirppDBtTXUX1PFUA9jWSyzomB5JAf3pPm0yBYTem2orDeU-VltLOy81kLAHeyaA1MpSp5aTvt42H54z3E5H2U9udhsAhrgmF8YWNeNnxcGGKK5_yLCN7vcgqoSWobtCzABvguWKK6HjH-Ga73KKgZe8RSfHKHhaA096psf7s3lVwI0Ng9HpcDn4SMviW1&c=H39dIINS6i7SsCr5OJD0p2ZIJ4AKKxYY5yZ0kcVl1I-nWS5o7tJ7Ww==&ch=uzZ-C0xyr-dE_0GyFM3KLhbZ89rhPHUzze2x3K0_Y2q_Kg5jTVb0pg==
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Pope Francis: Confession Is Not Condemnation, But Mercy 

In a speech given to priests and seminarians attending a course on the Sacrament of 
Confession, Pope Francis spoke about the mercy of God, stating that it is the most 
important aspect of their ministry. “Confession is not a court of condemnation, but an 
experience of forgiveness and mercy. 

Highlighting how the Apostolic Penitentiary is one of the oldest offices of the Church as 
well as the importance of having well-formed confessors, the Pope thanked participants 
for their “valuable service” and encouraged them “to take it forward with renewed 
commitment.” Pope Francis also pressed attendees to build upon their “experience gained 
and with skilful creativity, to always help the Church and confessors to better carry out 
the ministry of mercy, which is so important!” 

 
Reflecting on the theme of mercy, the Pope pointed out 
that “the protagonist of the ministry of reconciliation is 
the Holy Spirit,” adding that “the forgiveness that the 
Sacrament confers is the new life sent by the Risen Lord 
by means of His Spirit: ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.’ 
Therefore, you are called to always be ‘men of the Holy 
Spirit,’ witnesses and heralds, joyful and strong, of the 
resurrection of the Lord.” 

 
Explaining how this witness is “read on the face,” the pontiff explained that it is also 
“heard in the voice of the priest” who administers the sacrament with “faith and with 
‘unction,’” and welcomes the penitents who come, rather than treating them “with the 
attitude of a judge.” Observing how “the heart of the priest is a heart that knows how to 
be moved, not by sentimentality or mere emotion, but to the ‘tender mercy’ of the Lord,” 
the Pope drew attention to the dual role of a confessor as both “doctor and judge,” adding 
that “we must never forget that as a doctor he is called to heal and as a judge, to absolve.” 
 
In a second point, the pontiff noted that if the sacrament “transmits the new life of the 
Risen Lord and renews baptismal grace,” then the task of a priest “is to give it generously 
to others. A priest who does not attend to this part of his ministry, both in the amount of 
time spent and in the spiritual quality, is like a shepherd who does not take care of the 
sheep that were lost; he is like a father who forgets the lost son and neglects waiting for 
him.” 
 
Reminding those in attendance how many persons often experience “difficulty” in 
“approaching the sacrament” for various reasons, the Pope expressed the necessity “to 
work hard on ourselves, on our humanity, never to be an obstacle but always to favor 
drawing near to mercy and forgiveness.” He also cautioned participants to guard against 
the two extremes “rigorism and laxism” in administering Confession, observing that 
“neither is good, because in reality they don’t take charge of the person of the penitent. 
Instead, mercy truly listens with the heart of God and wants to accompany the soul on the 
path of reconciliation.” 
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Support Smarter Sentencing Act 

The Smarter Sentencing Act (S. 1410) is a “modest first step in 
reforming our nation’s broken sentencing policies,” said the 
chair of the U.S. bishops’ Committee on Domestic Justice and 
Human Development and the president of Catholic Charities 
USA in a March 27 letter to the U.S. Senate supporting the bill. 
 
Archbishop Thomas G. Wenski of Miami and Father Larry 
Snyder called “one-size-fits-all” sentencing policies “inadequate 
in addressing the complexities of crime and community safety.” 
They urged the Senate to vote for the bill that, “though 
imperfect,” would expand options for judges handing down 
sentences for non-violent drug offenses and allow for reduced 

mandatory minimum sentences in certain circumstances. 
 
“Rigid sentencing policies for non-violent offenses are costly, ineffective and can be 
detrimental to the good of persons, families, and communities,” wrote Archbishop 
Wenski and Father Snyder. “Prolonged incarceration often contributes to family 
instability and poverty. Those who finally leave incarceration face significant challenges 
upon reentering society, such as finding housing and stable employment, high rates of 
substance abuse, and physical and mental health challenges.” 
 
They noted that the United States imprisons more people than any 
other nation and that the overall incarceration rate has increased 500 
percent during the past 30 years. They also called the addition of three 
new categories of mandatory minimums in the amended bill 
“counterproductive.” 
 
Archbishop Wenski and Father Snyder reiterated Catholic social 
teaching that the justice system should promote healing and 
restoration, rather than merely punishment, and echoed the words of 
Pope Francis that “God is in everyone’s life,” even those “destroyed 
by vices, drugs or anything else.”  
 
“We continue to urge that instead of directing a vast amount of public resources to 
imprison more people and build more prisons and jails, the government should support 
effective programs aimed at crime prevention, rehabilitation, education efforts, substance 
abuse treatment, as well as programs of probation, parole and reintegration,” they wrote. 
 
Full text of the letter is available online: www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-
and-dignity/criminal-justice-restorative-justice/upload/letter-to-senate-from-usccb-and-
catholic-charities-usa-on-smarter-sentencing-act-2014-03-27.pdf 

 

 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/criminal-justice-restorative-justice/upload/letter-to-senate-from-usccb-and-catholic-charities-usa-on-smarter-sentencing-act-2014-03-27.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/criminal-justice-restorative-justice/upload/letter-to-senate-from-usccb-and-catholic-charities-usa-on-smarter-sentencing-act-2014-03-27.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/criminal-justice-restorative-justice/upload/letter-to-senate-from-usccb-and-catholic-charities-usa-on-smarter-sentencing-act-2014-03-27.pdf
http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/criminal-justice-restorative-justice/upload/letter-to-senate-from-usccb-and-catholic-charities-usa-on-smarter-sentencing-act-2014-03-27.pdf
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FREE Professional Development Webinar–Tuesday, April 8, 3:00 pm EDT 
 

Ave Maria Press, in partnership with the National Conference for 
Catechetical Leadership, the National Association for Lay 
Ministry, and National Federation of Priests' Councils presents a 
series of free, online workshops on professional development for 

parish ministers. This webinar, The Secret to Teaching Adults in the RCIA is offered on 
Tuesday, April 8 at 3:00 pm EDT. You can register 
at PDW - 04-08-2014  (http://tiny.cc/5ubgdx). For a 
complete listing of professional development 
webinars in this series, please visit 
www.avemariapress.com/webinars. 

  

The Secret to Teaching Adults in the RCIA 

 
Presented by: Nick Wagner, director and founder of TeamRCIA.com 
Date: April 8, 2014  
Time: 3:00 p.m. EDT 
 
When you are leading a catechetical session, do you ever wonder if 
folks are really getting it? Will your teaching make any difference in 
their lives? How do you know if you are having any impact at all?  
 
When it comes to teaching adults, we have to switch gears. Adults have 
distinct learning needs and learning styles.  
 
In this webinar, Nick Wagner, director and founder of TeamRCIA.com, 
and editor of the NCCL magazine Catechetical Leader, will explore: 

• Why using an adult-learning model is essential for catechumenate 
formation 

• What adult learning looks like  
• How to lead a catechetical session using adult learning methods  
• What the impact of an adult learning process might be for your parish  
 

 

Why Lent Makes People Happy (and Netflix Doesn’t) 

I found this article in Greater Good and I was surprised 
that it appeared over a year ago. It purports that new 
research suggests that cutting back on life’s pleasures 

http://tiny.cc/5ubgdx
http://www.avemariapress.com/webinars
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/534885712
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/534885712
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/534885712
http://www.teamrcia.com/
https://www.avemariapress.com/
https://www1.gotomeeting.com/register/534885712


Religious Education Newsletter • March 31, 2014 
   

helps us enjoy them significantly more. You can read the full article at Greater Good. 
Here are a few excerpts. 

While this is the first study to find that temporarily giving up something 
pleasurable may be good for our happiness, it builds on years of similar results. 
One study found that people enjoyed an episode of the old sitcom “Taxi” more if 
it included commercials than if it did not. In another recent paper, people said 
they took greater enjoyment from positive experiences (sitting in a massage chair, 
listening to Japanese hip-hop) when those experiences were briefly interrupted.  

As it turns out, people tend to get used to sources of joy and pleasure very 
quickly, soon taking them for granted. And when you have more of something 
pleasurable, it becomes easier to take it for granted, and harder to savor it. The 
result is a psychic numbing to the good things in life. 

…Studies show that people (mistakenly) think that getting 
more of the things they value will make them happier. 
…Indeed, so much of our everyday behavior is driven by the 
misconception that more is better. We celebrate our most 
important holidays by cooking twice as much food as we 
need, then scarfing it down. 

All of this research points to a paradox of happiness: It’s not tied to abundance 
but to recognizing and appreciating what we do have. Once we meet our basic 
needs, our lives become more satisfying if we can savor and be grateful for the 
good that’s already around us, before we strive for more. 

For Christians, the observance of Lent is supposed to be a period of repentance 
and self-denial, of course, a time to give up meat, chocolate, sex, and other 
indulgences as a way to atone for sins. But Quoidbach and Dunn’s research 
suggests it may carry some other benefits: Temporarily denying themselves 
certain pleasures for 40 days may ultimately make people happier than 
consistently indulging in them. In other words, a religious ritual of renunciation 
might actually feel pretty good in the end. 

At a time when science and religion are often seen as at odds with one another, 
it’s encouraging to see them both validate a basic, counter-intuitive message: 
Sometimes we get a lot from giving stuff up. 

 

The Pilgrim's Way: On the Camino de Santiago de Compostela 

The Pilgrim's Way is a presentation Sr. Rose Pacatte gave at St. 
Margaret Mary Parish in Lower Burrell, PA (Greensburg Diocese about 
an hour from Pittsburgh) on March 22, 2014 during a weekend retreat 
using the 2012 film "The Way" starring Martin Sheen and directed 
by his son Emilio Estevez.  This presentation was given to the 
parish at large on a Saturday evening as part of the parish's 

http://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/why_lent_makes_people_happy_and_netflix_doesnt
http://www.interruptions.net/literature/Nelson-JConsumRes09.pdf
http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=946210
http://www.slideshare.net/RosePacatte/the-pilgrims-way-on-the-camino-de-santiago-de-compostela?utm_source=slideshow&utm_medium=ssemail&utm_campaign=upload
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0062VL4QA/ref=as_li_ss_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B0062VL4QA&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0062VL4QA/ref=as_li_ss_il?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=B0062VL4QA&linkCode=as2&tag=natioconfefor-20
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intergenerational catechesis program - for the adults and older teens while Sr Jennifer 
spoke to the junior high kids and Joan Duncan and catechists gave a pilgrimage 
presentation to K-4.  

 
The plan was to give those not participating in the "Lenten 
pilgrimage" retreat to get a taste of what we were doing and 
perhaps entice people to consider making a pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land, a Marian shrine, Rome, or even a local shrine or the 
Cathedral.  

 
The idea was to introduce and deepen the delights of the pilgrimage, inner and outer. You 
can check out the slide show, The Pilgrim's Way, as Sr. Rose posted it on SlideShare. 

 

 

Being More Than Being Useful  
 
In our busy lives, a reminder from Parker Palmer that 
what matters most is not our ability to produce but our 
ability to love, and to just be. With a poem by Lynn 
Ungar. Yu can read others’ reflections at Parker Palmer.  

I work hard at what I do, and I bet you do too. So 
maybe you need the same reminder I do: while my 
work is important, it is not a measure of my value or 

worth. Who we "be" is far more important than what we do or how well we do it. 
That's why we're called human beings, not human doings! 

We pay a terrible price if we value our doing over our being. When we have to 
stop "doing" — e.g., because of job loss, illness, accident, or the diminishments 
that can come with age — we lose our sense of worthiness. 

"Camas Lillies" reminds me to value "being" more than I value "being useful" — 
so that even when I'm forced to lay down my work, I can retain my sense of 
personal worth. Put simply and plainly, I can still love myself. That's a gift many 
people need. If I can't give it to myself, how can I possibly give it to others? 

I take my work seriously, and I'm sure you do, too. But at age 75, I'm trying to 
learn (or re-learn) that, in the end, what matters most is not my ability to 
"produce" but my ability to love... 

 

http://www.slideshare.net/RosePacatte/the-pilgrims-way-on-the-camino-de-santiago-de-compostela?utm_source=slideshow&utm_medium=ssemail&utm_campaign=upload_digest
http://www.onbeing.org/blog/being-more-than-being-useful/6198
http://www.onbeing.org/blog/being-more-than-being-useful/6198?utm_source=On+Being+Newsletter&utm_campaign=27e9c0587b-20140329_Jennifer_Michael_Hecht_Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_1c66543c2f-27e9c0587b-66790353
http://www.onbeing.org/blog/being-more-than-being-useful/6198
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