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Alberto Retana is Director of Community Outreach for the U.S. Department of 
Education where he is responsible for developing relationships, communicating 
with and generating support from community based organizations, civil rights, 
advocacy, faith based institutions, business leaders, parents and students on the 
Department’s education initiatives, efforts, and programs. 
 
Prior to joining the department, Mr. Retana was a community organizer for 
Community Coalition in South Los Angeles for eleven years.  During this time, 
Alberto led several community driven campaigns that resulted in millions of 
dollars for South Los Angeles schools, a college preparatory curriculum for all 
students in Los Angeles Unified School District, and the creation of rigorous 
college and career academies.   
 
As a leading expert in community organizing and racial justice, Alberto has 
participated in several studies and speaking engagement’s including, Changing 
the Rule of the Game: Youth Development and Structural Racism, Civic 
Enterprise’s National Summit on America’s Silent Epidemic,  Community 
Organizing for Stronger Schools, and Policy Link’s National Summit on 
Equitable Development, Social Justice and Smart Growth.    
 
Alberto Retana is a graduate of the University of California, Los Angeles with a 
degree in political science. 
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